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(Continued from page 139.) 
The telegraph of Gauss and Weber was already in full 
operation when Baron Schilling von Cronstadt came from 
St. Petersburg to Germany in 1835, and exhibited the tele- 
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graph which had engaged his attention for a long time 
previous, though nothing had been made public* by him 
concerning it. There is reason to believe, however, that 
his first attempts were made abcut 1832, immediately on 
bis return from a voyage to China. Moreover, it is quite 
certain that the problem of electric telegraphy must have 
been occupying his mind 
for along time, for he had 
held intimate relations 
with Soemmering, and 
had brought a model of 
his apparatus to St. 
Petersburg in 1812. 

The telegraph of Schill- 
ing depended on the de- 
viation of the magnetic 
needle by the current of 
a battery. It has been 
described by some as be- 
ing a telegraph with only 
one needle, by others as 
a telegraph with five or 
six needles. It is prob- 
able in the extreme that 
both accounts are cor- 
rect, because he presum- 
ably tried various modi- 


fications. It is quite 
plausible that he first 
made a single needle 


telegraph and was subse- 
quently led to combine 
several such together in 
order to transmit a 
greater number of mes- 
sages at a time. 


composed of an ordinary galvanometer, the only peculi- | 
arity of which was that the needle was prolonged below | 





the indie station in such a manner that the current had 
the desired direction through the line, but afterward a 
switch placed at the sending station. This switch consisted 
simply of a small wooden block, with four cavities filled 
with mercury, the wires of the battery connected with 
two and the wires of the line with the other two of these 
cavities, the connections being made by small wooden 
boards painted black and white (Fig. 12) and provided with 
short metallic pins projecting down into the mercury. 


























The alphabet employed by Schilling for this galvano- 
meter, and which was based on the successive appearances 
of the black and white side of the disc, comprised twenty- 
six letters, four signs and ten figures. The transmission of 
a sign required, at most, five deviations. Schilling had 
also constructed a call (Fig. 11), which differed but little 
from his galvanometric receiver; butin this case the needle 
swung on a metallic rod, which carried a lever B. When 
the needle was deflected, this arm brought up against an 





FIG. 12.—SCHILLING’S TELEGRAPH. 


ment controlling the bell clockwork. 
The apparatus of Baron Schilling was exhibited at the | 


sseinilioiianens of Mr. Alexander + just described. There were 
consequently eight wires connecting the sending and the 
receiving station. 

The sending apparatus consisted of a key-board com- 
posed of sixteen contact strips, eight black and eight white 
ones. Each line wire was connected with two contact 
strips, one black and one white. Moreover, the contact 
strips were themselves connected with the battery, all the 
white strips with one pole and all the black strips with the 
other, in such a manner that on pressing a white key the 
current was sent through the line in one direction, and on 















































pressing a black key the current was sent through the line 
in the other direction. Thus the first twelve keys corre- 
sponded to the line wires and the next two to the calling 
apparatus, and the last two to the ground wire. The call. 
ing circuit is provided with a special switch, like that pre- 





viously described, consisting of two small square boards 
placed one above the 
other, the lower one be- 
ing fastened to the table, 
and having four cavities 
filled with mercury, to 
which were connected 
the ends of the call line 
and return wire and the 
battery terminals. The 
upper board carried four 
metallic pins connected 
together in pairs, and 
which served to com- 
plete the connectious 
between the mercury 
cups. On the lower board 
was the inscription: * I 
speak,” and on the upper, 
‘*T am waiting.” 
Schilling originally 
used six sets of these 
square blocks to make 
the connections, but soon 
laid them aside for the 
key-board, which was 
every way more con- 
venient. One of these 
blocks, provided with a 
vertical handle and paint- 


The single needle receiver (Fig. 10) was | equipoised arm L, which fell on the lever C of the escap-) ed in triangles alternately white and black, is shown in 


Fig. 12. The operation of the telegraph will be understood 
readily without further details, it differing from the single 


into a platinum plate dipping in mercury so as to Paris exposition, together with the model of a six- -needle | needle apparatus only in permitting several deflections to 


‘* dampen ” the oscillations of the magnetic needle. Above 
the galvanometric coil or multiplier, was a small disc of 


cardboard, painted white on one side and black on the, 
other, and which was normally presented to the observer | 


edgewise. When the needle was deflected under the in-| 
fluence of a current, the white or the black surface came | 
into sight, according to the direction of the current. The | 


apparatus, shown in Fig. 12. 
Russian exhibit. 


six galvanometers, like that used in the single needle tele- 
graph. Each needle is provided with its own line wire. 
| There was also a call, like that shown in Fig. 11, which | 
was likewise connected with its own line wire. As the | 


current was not sent through the apparatus at first by put- | idea of using the ground as a return wire was unknown in 


ting the wires in contact with the plates of the battery at 


hose days, a wire was used for the return circuit, as in the 


They formed a part of the | 


The receiving apparatus consists of a frame containing | 


| be produced at a time, which expedited the transmission 
| greatly. 
Before his voyage to Germany, Schilling had not experi- 
'mented with his system on very long lines; but on his re- 
| turn in 1836, he placed his apparatus in two rooms of the 
| | Palace of the Admiralty, and connected them by means of 
a cable of considerable length placed in the canal. These 
| experiments led the Emperor to order from him in May, 
| 1837, a sub-marine line between Cronstadt and St. Peters- 
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burg, but Schilling died on the 6th of August following 
without having put his project into execution. 

While in Bonn, in 1885, Schilling bad presented his tele- 
trraph to the chemical and physical section of the annual 
meeting of German physicists and physicians, and Profes- 
sor Miincke, of Heidelberg, who was presiding, was so much 
impressed with the apparatus that he resolved to exhibit it 
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in his courses, where it came to the notice of an English 
medical student, William Fothergill Cooke, who, realizing 
the importance of such an instrument, had one constructed, 
having, like that of Professor Miincke, three needles and 
six wires. 

The apparatus is shown in Figs. 18, 14, 15. The three 
galvanometric coils S were placed in the same case as in 
the Schilling telegraph. Each of them had its wires con- 
nected with the line D D, but in the path of one of these 
wires of the galvanometric coil was a switch K dipping 
into two mercury cups, and which is closed in receiving 
but open in transmitting. Each transmitter was provided 
with its own battery, formed of two discs of zinc and 
copper and separated by a cloth wet with acidulated water. 
Wires leading from this battery could be dipped into any 
two of the four mercury cups de, de. Asthe wires of the 
battery were crossed on one side, the current could be sent 
to the line in either direction by inclining the piece a fast- 
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ened in the rod x, possing through both plates of the ‘bat- 
tery, the switches k of the three circuits having been pre- 
viously removed by a turn of the axis b, common to all 
three (see Fig. 15). The discs fastened to the needles were 
provided with letters and figures. In Fig. 11, the piece a 
corresponding to the middle battery, is in its normal posi- 
tion, and the dise S, is seen edgewise ; the piece a, is in- 
clined to the left, and the piece a, to the right, causing 
their discs S, S, to turn into view, as shown in the figure. 
[T® BE CONTINUED. ] 
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A Sea-Coast Telegraph. 


It would be supposed that everything concerning tele- 
graph lines would be quite generally known at this time, 
says the Maritime Register. when almost everybody has 
something to say concerning telegraph matters. Yet, 
strange as it may seem, there is one very important tele- 
graph line of which few people have heard and of which 
fewer have known anything about. This line is called the 
Signal Service Sea-Coast Telegraph Line. Curiosity may 
be disappointed at the title. on the ground that, the line 
being a Government one, its workings are confined entirely 
to official business, and it is not, therefore, a matter of 
Sreat public interest. But if curiosity, or, rather, a lauda- 
ble desire to know something of great work, will go further, 
it will find that this line is of very great interest to the 
people. 

The title in one sense explains the purposes for which 
the line was built, but its usefulness has extended so 
widely that but little idea can be formed of the class and 
amount of work which is really performed. The lines be- 
gin at Thatcher's Island in Massachusetts and end at 
Smithville, N.C. The Thatcher's Island section, composed 
of two and one-half miles of land line and one mile of sub- 
marine cable, extends from Thatcher's Island to Rockport, 
Mass. Much difficulty was experienced in erecting the 
land part of the line here on account of the rocky nature 
of the country. Many of the post-holes had to be drilled 
in solid rock. The cable also has been difficult to keep in 
order, on account of the rocky bottom between Loblally 
Cove and the island. The constant chafing of the cable on 
the rocky bottom causes it to wear out, and it requires 
renewal about every three years. The Block Island 
section extends from Narragansett Pier, Rhode Island, via 
Point Judith to Block Island, It is thirty and one-half 
miles long—nineteen miles land line and eleven and a half 
miles submarine cable. Within the past two years this 
cable has been parted twice by severe storms. The next 


Hook to Cape Point, via Barnegat City, Little Egg Har- 
bor, and Atlantic City. It is 150 milesin length. There 
are thirteen submarine cables in this section, varying in 
length from 100 yards to one and a half miles. The por- 
tion of this section between Barnegat and Little Egg Har- 
bor is difficult to keep in repair on account of the low, 
narrow strip of sand beach which the line from necessity 
is built upon. In many places during the prevalence of 
severe storms the ocean breakers roll clear over the low 
points of the beach until they meet the waters of the 
Sound, and in such cases the poles and wires are swept 
away at those points. 

The Maryland and Virginia section is sixty-two miles in 
length, and extends from the Delaware Breakwater to 
Chincoteague via Ocean City, Md. There are three subma- 
rine cables on this section, varying in length from 500 to 
1,200 yards. 

The Virginia and North Carolina section is 352 miles in 
length. There are twelve submarine cables on this sec- 
tion, varying in length from 200 yards to three and a half 
miles. It extends from Norfolk, Va., via Cape Henry, 
Wash Woods, Kitty Hawk, Hatteras, Portsmouth, Cape 
Lookout, Port Macon, New River, Sloop Point and Wil- 
mington to Smithville, and runs through one of the most 
difficult parts in the United States to maintain a tele- 
graph line in. There are many places where the 
beach is from one hundred to three hundred 
yards wide and the elevation only a few inches above sea 
level, with nothing but shifting sand asa foothold for the 
poles. In the above described places tubular iron poles 
have to be used, as wooden ones would be floated away. 
Even when these iron poles are used the line is frequently 
washed down. At these low points it not infrequently 
happens that the ocean, during the prevalence of severe 
storm tides, rises clear over the top of the poles, and 
the Atlantic Ocean and Pimlico Sound are temporarily 
joined together in one unbroken sheet of water for a dis- 
tance of several miles, 

This is the extent of the lines at present. Now let ussee 
what kind of work is done over them. It is hardly neces- 
sary to state that,as these lines are under the control of the 
Signal Service, meteorological observations for the 
Weather Bureau are collected at the several stations and 
the lines largely used for meteorological work. But these 
telegraph lines were built partly on the recommendation 
of the marine underwriters, and years ago, when appro- 
priations ran short, they responded promptly to any sug- 
gestions from the Chief Signal Officer, whether for money 
or Congressional influence. The sea-coast telegraph lines 
of the Signal Service have certainly been of great value 
to the maritime interests not only of the United 
States, but of the entire world. Vessels of all 
nations have been aided by it in obtaining timely 
assistance when ashore or in distress, and marine 
underwriters have largely profited by its timely reports of 
vessels with valuable cargoes being ashore and which 
could not have been saved had these lines not been in exis- 
tence. A casein point occurred about two years ago— 
when an insurance company in Philadelphia had $100,000 
insurance on a vessel and her cargo of sugar. The vessel 
went ashore near Ocean City, Md., on the eve of a north- 
east gale. She was reported as ashore by the Signal Ser- 
vice observer at that point, late in the afternoon. The 
news was immediately communicated to the wrecking 
tugs at the Delaware Breakwater, they proceeded to the 
vessel and she was hauled off and taken into a safe harbor 
before 11 o’clock of the same night. It iscertain that, had 
the vessel, remained on the reef over night, the northeast 
gale which prevailed after midnight would have madea 
total wreck of her, and the entire cargo would have been 
lost. The above is not the only way in which these telegraph 
lines have benefited underwriters and ship-owners. Before 
the lines were built it was not an unusual occurrence, 
even in fair weather and during daylight, for some ship- 
masters to run their vessels ashore for the purpose of 
defrauding the underwriters, knowing that there were no 
persons or records to testify against them. To-day, how- 
ever, that sort of rascality is seldom heard of, at least 
between Sandy Hook, New Jersey, and Smithville, North 
Carolina. The meteorological records of the Weather 
Bureau can now be referred to with the additional evidence 
to be obtained from the Sea-Coast Line observers. Indeed, 
the observers are constantly on the watch, and all the 
news in reference to wrecks gathered by them is imme- 
diately telegraphed to the Signal Office at Washington. 
Thence it is sent to the Associated Press office in Wash- 
ington and to the commercial exchanges in the great ports 
direct and by them forwarded to underwriters, ship-owners 
and others interested. The fact, however, that the Signal 
Service is the chief agent in securing and forwarding the 
valuable information seldom, if ever, appears, and yet one 
of the first things done in the Washington office when 
news of a wreck or vessel in distress is telegraphed is 
immediately to notify the public and principally those 
who can in any way aid the vessel. 

There is another important feature of this line which de- 
serves attention, and this is its reports of the movements 
of vessels near the stations. For instance, all vessels pas- 
sing in and out of the Chesapeake Bay by Cape Henry are 
reported by the Signal Service observer, and all vessels 
passing by the Delaware Breakwater, bound to or from 
the Delaware River, are reported by the observer stationed 





section, known as the New Jersey, extends from Sandy 


at the breakwater. 


Vessels often arrive in sight of Signal Stations on the 
coast, set their international signals and obtain answers at 
once concerning the probable condition of the weather 
direct from Washington by the Sea-Coast Line. It often 
happens that when cables are put out of order, wreck mes- 
sages are “‘ flagged” across inlets by the small flags, which 
are read rapidly by these thoroughly drilled Signal Service 
men. Signal men with kit on back often go aboard a vessel, 
leaving a comrade on shore to receive the message 
‘“‘flagged” back. The wig-wag begins, and before the 
master is aware of it his message is inthe hands of the 
Signal man on the beach, who by this time has tapped the 
telegraph wire, attached his instrument, and in a few 
minutes the mesgage is in the hands of news agents, 
ship-owners, underwriters and friends. 

Rd 6 RET, 


A Southern Telegraph War. 


The Western Union Telegraph Company, week before 
last, filed an injunction suit against the Gulf, Colorado & 
Santa Fe R. R. Co., restraining the road from proceeding 
further with the erection of a telegraph line along 
its route, which, it is asserted, isin violation of a 
contract made October 26, 1881, with the old Chicago, 
Texas & Mexican Central R. R:, to which the present com- 
pany is successor, According to the contract referred to, 
the road was to furnish the poles, placethem in position, 
and put up the wire under the supervision of a man em- 
ployed by the telegraph company. The business of the 
road over the wires was to be done free, and the profits of 
the wire to be equally divided between the road and the 
telegraph company. The officers of the railroad company 
succeeded in dodging the officers and preventing service 
until the wire was completed along its entire route. A 
dispatch from Dallas to Galveston of the 25th ult., says: 
To-day has been an exciting and interesting one in rail- 
road and telegraphic circles. A full text of the injunction 
issued yesterday, restraining the Gulf, Colorado & Santa 
Fe Railway from continuing the erection of another wire 
between here and Cleburne, was telegraphed last night. 
It was neces:ary that the writ be served on the agents af 
the road in each of the counties through which the line 
passes, and, of course, it was to the interest of the railway 
company to dodge the writ until the line was completed. 
A lively time was the result; yesterday, after much 
trouble, writs were served on the agents at Cleburne, 
Midlothian and Alvarado, and this morning one was served 
on the gang at work this side of Midlothian, but the agent 
at this place made himself remarkably scarce, and it was 
not until after the line had been completed and the circuit 
made in the company’s office here that he presented him- 
self and allowed the service of the writ. Mr. L. C. Baker, 
of the Western Union company, also J. H. Crowley, of 
the Santa Fe Railway, were interviewed by a reporter, but 
were very reticent, and had little to say on the subject. 
Mr. Crowley stated that the line was now through, and 
whatever dispute there might be between the Santa Fe and 
the telegraph company would be settled in the courts. He 
said that the work of digging the holes for the poles had 
been going on openly in broad day-light for the past thirty 
days; that the gang at work between Midlothian and 
Duncan were this morning enjoined by the authorities to 
suspend, and they immediately quit, but that the residents 
along the line became incensed at the action, and volun- 
tarily turned out and put the wire up themselves. Mr. 
Crowley further stated that the charter of the Gulf, Colo- 
rado & Santa Fe Railway compelled them to build this line. 
The time for monopolies, he said, is past. 

Mr. Baker had nothing to say on the subject, further 
than that the action of the Santa Fe was a plain breach of 
contract on their part. He said the agreement with the 
old Chicago, Texas & Mexican Central Railway, made by 
the Western Union was, that the railway business was to 
be transmitted free, but the profits from the commercial 
business were to accrue to the Western Union. He said 
his visit here was partially on account of this trouble and 
partly to attend to other business. The writ is made 
returnable the second Monday in October. 

Replying to questions as to the extension of telegraph 
lines in Texas, Mr. Baker said that extensions were being 
constantly made at different points in the State, and this 
always had been the case since his connection with the 
company. He says they spent more money for extensions 
in Texas than in any other State in the Union. When 
asked as to whether the extensions of telephone service 
over the State injured the telegraph business, he answered 
no, and thought that on the whole it increased it. The 
telephone could be placed in a small place where it would 
not pay to establish a telegraph office, and through these 
channels much telegraph business was originated which 
otherwise would be lost. The completion of the new tele- 
graph line gives Dallas through connection over the Santa 
Fe to Galveston, Forth Worth and Houston. 

Further particulars are given in a dispatch from Alva- 
rado, of the same dating, saying: 

On Saturday last the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Com- 
pany began putting up a telegraph line from Cleburne to 
Dallas. Monday evening the company was served with an 
injunction from Judge Eldridge of Dallas, but two or three 
hundred persons were along the line with an engine and 
cars, and the wire was completed, and to-night the wire 
is up all along the line. Its completion was celebrated by 





a torchlight procession. 
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Interesting Incidents Related by the Oldest Surviving 
Operator. 


The interest attaching to everything telegraphic by 
reason of the late sttike led a reporter of the Philadelphia 
Ledger to think that the story of the “‘ first strike” and of 
the first telegraph lines in the United States, told by one 
of the first telegraph operators, would be of interest to the 
public. ‘‘The operator” was found by the reporter in the 
person of Capt. Louis M. Chasteau, who now commands 
the Park Guard, but who is also an old journalist. Capt. 
Chasteau readily consented to give the desired informa- 
tion, and, with no memorandum excepting his appoint- 
ment as one of the operators for the Magnetic Telegraph 
Company, he said : 

‘‘ The first telegraph line in this country was constructed 
between Baltimore and Washington about the year 1845, 
under an appropriation made by Congress. Prof. Samuel 
F. B. Morse, the inventor of the ‘Morse Alfabet,’ was 
Superintendent of the line, Alfred Vail was Assistant 
Superintendent in Washington, Henry J. Rogers was As- 
sistant Superintendent at Baltimore, Lewis Zantzinger was 
operator at Washington, and I was operator at Baltimore. 
All of those I have mentioned are now dead, so that I am 
the oldest operator in the United States. The line was of 
copper wire covered or wrapped with cotton. The instru- 
ments were all very large, the relay magnet being kept in 
a box three feet long, which was always kept carefully 
locked, the Assistant Superintendent keeping the key. No 
insulators were known at that time but sealing-wax, glass, 
oiled silk, and a very miserable preparation of asphaltum. 
The magnets that covered the horseshoe iron were covered 
with sealing-wax, and there were nosuch things as thumb- 
screws to connect two wires. All connections were made by 
glass tubes filled with mercury, and the operators in hand- 
ling these in case of thunder-storm held in their hands 
large pieces of oiled silk. Our hours of service were from 
3 A. M. to2 P. M., and from 5to 6 P. M. 

‘*I remember the first arrest which the telegraph enabled 
the authorities to make was that of a negro who wasa 
ward-room servant of a naval officer. The fellow took the 
train from Baltimore, and was arrested alighting 
from the cars at Washington by Detective Cook. The of- 
ficer placed his hand on the negro’s shoulder and said: ‘I 
will take that money and jewelry you stole from Commo- 
dore ——!’ The colored man was badly frightened, and, 
with the anxious query, ‘How you know dat? handed 
over the stolen property. 

‘*The Congressmen would telegraph from Baltimore to 
the Washington hotels at which they had been stopping to 
know the amount of their bills. The answers were con- 
sidered to be a wonderful test of the accuracy of the tele- 
graph. In fact, at first it was little more than a plaything. 
Our principal business consisted in sending the names of 
persons to Washington; the operator there would write it 
back, and the paper bearing the indentation would be 
handed to the party, together with a card upon which the 
Morse alfabet was printed. The experimenter was then 
expected to decipher the writing at his leisure.” 

Capt. Chasteau gave an interesting account of the first 
telegraphic news service, and continued : 

‘* After the telegraph had proved successful between 
Baltimore and Washington a company was organized to 
operate a line between New York and Washington. I left 
the Government employ in 1847, and went to New York 
with Samuel Colt, the inventor of the revolver, who was 
then reduced in means, but who had been given the use of 
the Morse patents by Prof. Morse. A young man named 
Elias Caldwell, from Virginia, and I constructed a line 
from Brooklyn to Coney Island. I operated the line from 
the latter point, the object being to report the arrival of 
shipping. It was on this line that a cable was first used. 
Colt incased a wire in lead pipe, and this was sunk in the 
East River, but it did not work very well. The anchors 
of vessels were constantly dragging it, and I remember 
once, when the cable was hauled up by the anchor of a 
foreign vessel, the captain thought he had a prize, and 
pulled half of it aboard ship before he knew what it was. 
I then went to Boston and built a line from that place to 
Hull for the same object as the New York and Coney Island 
line. 

‘** About that time Henry D. O’Reilly took a contract to 
construct a line between Baltimore and Philadelphia. He 
had for an assistant James D. Reed, a capable man. The 
scientific men at that day said that a wire between Phila- 
delphia and Baltimore of iron, and of the thickness pro- 
posed, would not do at all. ‘It must be of copper,’ they 
said, ‘and all of the wire, as well as the poles must be in- 
sulated.’ O'Reilly commenéed at Philadelphia and built 
to Wilmington ; that section was successful, but for two 
months no connection could be made between the two ter- 
minal cities. One afternoon I received the Mexican war 
news, and went into the company’s office, adjoining the 
Government office, having in my hand the ‘copy’ of an im- 
portant battle. I went to the instrument, when the chief 
operator, John D. Witman, asked what I intended to do. 
I replied that I proposed to send the war news to Phila- 
delphia. I called Philadelphia, and, to my great astonish- 
ment, received an answer. I gave the signal 134—that is, 
‘Who is writing?’ and the answer came ‘Beatty.’ I 
asked ‘Where?’ and he replied that he was at the Mer- 
chants’ Exchange, Philadelphia. I then told him to take 
the message, and he did so. That was the first message 








which passed between Baltimore and Philadelphia. That 
operator was Joseph F. Beatty, who is still alive and is 
employed in the Pennsylvania Railroad Company’s office. 

‘* At the commencement,” said Capt. Chasteau, ‘but 
little business was transacted over the line, and the first 
persons to use it were stock-brokers. B, B. French was presi- 
dent of the Magnetic Telegraph Company, and it was under 
his management that the first thing looking to a strike of 
the operators occurred. We were then paid $50 a month. 
Major French, who, I remember, hada singing tone of 
voice, he having been Reading Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, came to Washington, and we appointed 
a committee of two to ask for an increase of pay. Major 
French went to each operator and inquired minutely into 
his circumstances, etc. He appeared very much impressed 
by what he learned about Washington boarding-houses, 
and our pay was increased. We had resolved to strike if 
we did not get it. 

** After the completion of this line, Henry D. O’Reilly 
built another from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh, and on 
that David Brooks was engaged, and proved to be a valu- 
able man generally. Most of the old operators are dead 
now. There were many brilliant men among them, but 
many fell into dissipated ways of living. At first the 
telegraph was a toy, and, as no charge was made for ex- 
hibiting it in operation, the operator ,was exposed to the 
temptation to ‘go and refresh,’ and so it was a sad arrange- 


ment.” 
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The New Line to South America. 


When asked for information recently with regard to 
the working of the line of the Central & South American 
Telegraph Co., connecting Galveston with Rio de Janeiro, 
Mr. Zeublin, the superintendent at Philadelphia of the 
W. U., said: ‘The significance and importance of the 
new line can be appreciated by a glance at the map of 
America. The new company,” he continued, pointing to 
a map showing the entire telegraphic system of the Amer- 
ican continent, ‘“‘ has simply taken advantage of all the 
available land routes, and thereby avoided the expense and 
delay attending the use of long, deep-sea cables. To for- 
ward a dispatch by the old routes we first cabled the message 
to France or England and thence by land to Madrid. From 
Madrid there is another cable line stretching southwest, 
crossing the Cape Verde Islands and connecting with the 
South American continent at Pernambuco, From Per- 
nambuco, messages were.forwarded north by relay to Rio 
de Janeiro. This route was necessarily very expensive. 
Henceforward messages will be sent from Galveston via 
Brownsville, to Acapulco and thence by a comparatively 
short cable route to Guayaquil. From Guayaquil the new 
line extends, by way of Valparaiso, across to Montevideo 
and thence, by an old telegraph line, northward to Rio de 
Janeiro. The difference between the two routes is simply 
this: the old line extended along the two sides of a great 
triangle and ran almost the entire distance upon the 
bottom of the Atlantic Ocean. The new line ex- 
tends along the hypothenuse of the triangle and 
is constructed almost wholly upon the land. 
Instead of crossing the sea twice we have a nearly 
direct land communication and there is a proportionate 
diminution of expense. The old telegraphic rate from 
this city to Panama was $2.08 per word; the new rate, 
which goes into effect now, is $1 per word. Messages to 
Rio Grande, Santa Catharina and Santos formerly cost 
$4.38 per word; they will go hereafter for $3.11. Messages 
to Rio de Janeiro will be forwarded at $2.91 per word, in- 
stead of $3.88, as formerly, and communication with Per- 
nambuco can now be obtained for $2.70 per word. Tele- 
graphic business between the United States and South 
American cities has always been comparatively light, but 
one effect of the new line will doubtless be to increase it.” 

‘Will the new line ultimately be absorbed and con. 
trolled by the Western Union system, as so many minor 
telegraph companies have been?” 

**I would not like tosay just that,” said Mr. Zeublin, 
with a knowing look, ‘‘but you may say that several of 
the men most deeply concerned in the new enterprise are 
Western Union men, and consequently the business done 
by the Central and South American Company will be done 
well.” 

0 Oe 


A Corporation with a Soul. 





A correspondent of the Boston Herald, signing himself 
‘*H. B.,” writes: In view of the outcome of the Western 
Union troubles, I must tell you something about a rare 
institution—a corporation with a soul, and a telegraph 
company at that. I refer to the Mexican Cable Company, 
which has a line from Galveston to Vera Cruz by way of 
Tampico and Tuxpam; a land line from Vera Cruz to the 
capital, and then a line from Vera Cruz along the coast 
and across the isthmus of Tehuantepec; thence down the 
Pacific coast, connecting all the principal ports of western 
South America. It may be seen that it is a great corpo- 
ration. This company has always given its employés just 
what the Western Union men were striking for; it pays 
them handsomely, takes care of them when they are sick, 
and, at the end of five years, pays a month’s extra salary 
for every year they have served, or gives them the privilege 
of a five months’ vacation, their pay to go on all the while. 
The management always recognizes faithful and efficient 





service, and rewards it handsomely. In short, there is 
nothing for the comfort and well-being of employés which 
the managethent will not do. And it finds that this policy 
pays. It gets the best of service for the money, and there 
is a splendid esprit de corps among the men, who are de- 
voted to their work, so that the messages sent are singularly 
free from errors. The company does a profitable business, 
and its stock stands very high. The genuine American 
enterprise of the company 1s shown by the fact that it does 
a paying business to Rio de Janeiro from Europe, overland 
through the United States, Mexico, down along the Pacific 
coast, and across through the Argentine Republic—all at 
cheaper rates and in quicker time than the direct European 
cable to Rio! If all corporations were as mindful of the 
interests of their employés as this cable company, there 
would be few strikes and plentier dividends, while the 
public would have no cause to complain. 


A Telegraph Operator’s Eventful Career. 


{From the Pittsburgh Leader.) 

One of the most romantic stories we have heard for a 
long time is the following: In 1877 Clarence J. Histed, a 
boy of fourteen, and the son of a widow, living at North 
East, in this State, learned the telegraph business and held 
a position on the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Rail- 
road, He made money for his mother and was regarded 
as a good boy. Suddenly he disappeared from Cleveland, 
where he was employed, and during the railroad riots 
showed up in this city. He took part in the riots and was 
reported to have been shot. After that time nothing was 
heard of bim until a few days ago, and his mother spent 
all the money she had and years of time traveling, looking 
for him, but to no avail, and finally gave it up as a useless 
chase. When she was at home she always kept a light 
burning in the window for him, hoping he might return, 
but hoping against hope, .In the meantime she had mar- 
ried a wealthy man and spent considerable money adver- 
tising for her lost son, and advertisements were placed in 
Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and St. Louis papers, but the boy 
did not return, 

A few nights ago, about ten o’clock, a knock was heard at 
the door, and upon opening it the lost son appeared, no longer 
a boy, but a brawny and sun-burned man over six feet high. 
However, the mother screamed, ‘‘ My boy, Joe!” and fell 
into his arms. The story he tells of his life is one of hair- 
breadth escapes. He had been a cowboy on the plains, a 
telegraph operator in Texas, 1 screw manufacturer in St. 
Louis and one of the leaders in the San Francisco tele- 
grapher’s strike. He has seen enough of the world, and 
now says he will stay at home with his mother. Just what 
part, if any, he took in the Pittsburgh riots, he does not say. 
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Canada Pacific Railway Service. 


On the 1st of September the Canadian Pacific Railway 
began a commercial telegraph service. The head office in 
Winnipeg is opened with a staff of ten, and city offices 
will presently be opened in Brandon, Portage La Prairie 
and Emerson. as well as at all important stations on the 
railway. Mr. B. 8S. Jenkins, formerly of Montreal and 
more lately of Brandon, is to be the superintendent. It is 
stated that a rate of 40 cents per message of ten words has 
been fixed from Winnipeg to points as far west as Swift 
Current, while to stations between Swift Current and 
Calgary the tariff will be 50 cents for ten words. The 
rate to the points named in the province of Manitoba 
is 25 cents, the same rate as charged by the Great 
North Western Telegraph Co, The latter company has 
already wires of its own to the following places, and offices 
in them, viz.: Brandon, Dominion City, Emerson, 
Gladstone, Minnedosa, Neepawa, Portage La Prairie, Rapid 
City, Stonewall, Selkirk, Westbourne, West Lynn, and is 
making preparations to open at other points. The C, P. R. 
line across the Rocky Mountains to Kamloops, B. C., is to 
be finished before long, and communication will be made 
with the Government line of telegraph from Matsqui and 
Cariboo to New Westminster, Nanaimo and Victoria. 
The Western Union Company already has a line of tele- 
graph from Seattle, in Washington Territory, overland to 
Matsqui. From Seattle its wire runs to Portland, Oregon 
and San Francisco. 
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A Medical View. 


First-class telegraph operators all read by sound, and in 
a large office where a hundred or more receivers are all 
buzzing at once, thestrain uponthe organ of hearing, as 
well as upon the cerebral centre of audition, protracted as 
it is through 10 hours daily, is very great. Of course, it 
is true to a certain extent that ‘‘custom makes it a thing 
of easiness,” yet to discriminate between the longer and 
shorter dashes in an instrument clicking at the rate of a 
very large number of words per minute involves, none 
the less, a very close exercise of the attention, even when 
it is done only for the regular working hours of the day, 
while those operators who have been obliged since the 
strike to work double time have been excessively exhausted. 
The nervous and muscular energy expended by a rapid 
sender is perhaps still greater. It ison the whole surprising 
that ‘‘writer’s cramp” is not more frequent than it is 
among telegraphers. It is said that few operators are 
good for much after the age of 35 years.--Boston Medical 
and Surgical Journal, 
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THE ELECTRICAL WORLD. 

To let readers of THE OPERATOR see what an interesting 
paper we are making of The Electrical World, we are 
sending this week to each subscriber of THE OPERATOR 
a copy of issue of the World. The 
subscription is only $2 a year ; $1 for six months, or from 
the present time until the first issue in January, 1884, on 
trial for 50 cents. 





last week’s 


The subscription of each OPERATOR 
subscriber is solicited ; also the co-operation of readers of 
both papers in bringing the World and THE OPERATOR to 


the attention of those not at present subscribers. 
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JUDGMENT IN TELECRAPHY, 

If it were asked what qualification is most valuable in a 
telegraphist, the first place would have to be assigned, not, 
as many persons seem to think, to manual dexterity, but 
to that faculty which we call judgment. 








Judgment, more 
than skill, makes a first-class operator, though both are 
essential. It is this faculty which causes the skillful sender 
to space with extra care such words as might, owing to 
the peculiarities of the code, be confounded with others by 
the receiver ; which enables him to dispatch, on an ill- 
working wire, twice as many messages in an hour as an- 
other, and with less friction; and which leads him to 
return to the receiving-clerk, rather that guess at, a doubt- 
fully-written word, It is judgment, again, which enables 
the expert receiver to produce the legible, well-spaced 
“copy” that delights the heart of the telegraph editor ; 
which causes him to ask a repetition of a word that does 
not ‘*make sense,” and which may have been distorted by 
some defect in the circuit, or misread by the sending ope- 
rator ; and it is judgment which prevents both sender and 
receiver from engaging in that most silly and wasteful per- 
formance, a cuntention for circuit. 

To the extent to which judgment enters into good tele 








graphic work, is attributable, in a great measure, the fail- 
ure hitherto of the automatic systems of telegraphy to 
compete with the Morse. Discrimination is essential in 
telegraphic transmission, and machines cannot discrimi- 
nate; and even in the preparation and translation of the mes- 
sages, it has always been the avowed aim of the ‘‘ auto- 
matic ” companies to employ the cheapest labor. 

An absurd statement, purporting to come from a woman, 
was recently published in the Boston Globe, and has been 
copied by a number of journals. This operator tells the 
Globe: ‘‘ Women do not make so many mistakes in tele- 
graphing as men do. We've kept an account of that. Men 
always try to know what the message means ; women only 
try to know what it says. They stick to the text, and 
they’re oftener on the safe side.” 

If fewer mistakes are made by women than by men in 
telegraphy, it is because there are fewer women than men 
in the service ; they certainly do not make proportionately 
fewer errors. If they did, however, it would not be for 
the reason assigned by the fair Bostonian. A good opera- 
tor, whether man or woman, follows blindly neither the 
text nor the apparently intended meaning, but uses one as 
a check upon the other, and where they do not harmonize 
institutes an inquiry before going farther. In this way 
hundreds of bulls have been ‘‘ nipped in the bud,” as Sir 
Boyle Roche would say, which, if the text had been fol- 
lowed without question, would have been returned to tor- 
ment their perpetrators. 
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The Watering of Stock Legal. 

An event of importance to operators generally is the 
rendering by the Court of Appeals of the long expected 
verdict in the suits of Williams and Hatch against the 
Western Union Company. These suits were brought some 
time ago by the respondents, small stockholders in the de- 
fendant company, to prevent its consolidation with the 
American Union and the Atlantic & Pacific Companies, 
and also to restrain the company from ‘‘ watering” its 
stock in the issuing of nearly $39,000,000 of stock, of 
which $23,400,000 was to go to the stockholders selling the 
corporations swallowed up and $15,526,000 was to be 


2 pocketed by the Western Union folk. The judgment of 


Judge Truax in favor of the defendants was reversed at the 
General Term, but has been finally confirmed by the Court 
of Appeals. We notice thatthe papers that were strenuous 


63 in support of the company during the late strike, hail this 


decision with delight as another triumph for it, and main- 
tain that in this instance as in the other, the managers of 
the company are entitled to great credit for their contest 
in favor of corporate rights and the interests of stock- 
holders. 

As a great deal hinges upon the decision of the Court of 
Appeals, we will summarize the facts of the case and the 
points of the verdict. The respondents contended that the 
contract for the purchase and the proposed issue of stock 
were fraudulent. According to them the property and 
franchises of the two companies transferring their business, 
plant, etc,, were at the most not worth more than a third 
of the value of the stock to be issued as an equivalent ; 
and the surplus property of the omnivorous Western 
Union, over and above its capital stock, was insufficient to 
represent the fifteen million stock dividend. Judge Truax 
found against Hatch and Williams on these issues. He 
could see no evidence of conspiracy or fraud, but held 
that, as a matter of law, the purchase was valid and that 
the dividend of stock was equally righteous, being the 
simple result of the exercise of the power of the corpora- 
tion to issue certificates showing that a tangible surplus of 
earnings had been invested in a legitimate way in property 
requisite for the transaction of its business. His opinion 
was also, that no stockholder of the purchasing company 
had the right to complain or bring an action and that, as 
a fact, no injury had been sustained by any one from 
carrying out the agreements. 

When the case went to the General Term, this decision 
was upset, but now, on being taken up higher, it is af- 
firmed. Considering itself bound to the facts as accepted 
by the lower Court, the Court of Appeals decides that the 
laws of the State do not forbid a stock dividend. They 
had no occasion to scrutinize the motives of the defend- 
ants, the trial Judge having refused to find the alleged 
fraud and conspiracy ; and they held that ample authority 
to increase the stock is given to the Western Union Com- 
pany by chapter 817 of the laws of 1875, being an amend- 
ment of the act of 1848. 

The Court of Appeals says that while the Legislatures in 
some of the States have passed laws prohibiting such divi- 
dends, no such law has been enacted in this State. 
Moreover, there is no statute which requires dividends of 
telegraph companies to be made in cash, ‘All that 
can be required in any case,” they say, “is that there shall 
be an actual capital in property representing the amount of 
share capital issued.” Indeed, so far as the solvency and 
responsibility of a corporation is concerned, they are 
increased by a stock dividend where it has a surplus of 





property to correspond to the amount of shares issued. It 
is for the directors of a company, uncontrolled by the 
Courts, and in the use of their fair and honest discretion, 
to determine whether, when they have a surplus, the 
dividend shall be made in stock or otherwise. 

From all this and the remainder of the opinion, it follows 
that if a company can only put a fair showing on its bal- 
ance sheet, the ‘‘ watering” process may be carried on in- 
definitely. We cannot, as many papers do, accuse the 
Judges of bias, partiality, and unfairness ; but it is neces- 
sary to say that if this be the law, some alteration should 
be speedily made for the welfare of the public, and, in the 
end, for the benefit of the employés of the corporations. 
It stands to reason that where rival corporations occupy 
the same territory, the operator has chances whose excel- 
lence rises in proportion to his ability; but when one cor- 
poration controls the whole field and ruins, or swallows 
every new competitor, the operator soon becomes the under- 
paid victim of monopoly. 

At the present time, public feeling seems strongly in 
support of the demand of the press for more stringent laws 
against watering stock, and it is observed that the conser- 
vative Chamber of Commerce has come out with a vigorous 
denunciation of the system declared legal by the highest 
courts. We take from a letter by ‘‘ Historicus,” in the 
daily papers, the following pithy commentary on the 
evidence that satisfied Judge Truax as to the value of the 
Western Union property in hand : 

One or two pertinent questions I desire to ask, why. if 
Judge Truax’s findings of facts are to be relied upon, and 
if the distinguished counsel whose initials are ‘‘ W. 8.” 
spoke the truth when he said that not one dollar of stock 
had been issued without a corresponding ‘dollar in the 
treasury—why is it said that the $80, 000,000 of stock of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company is selling in the market 
to-day for only $64,000,000? Its veracious directors assert 
and maintain that it is earning 10 per cent. per annum, 7 
of which has been paid in dividends and 3 per cent. in- 
vested in plant, to be hereafter issued in increased capital 
under the recent decision of the Court of Appeals, when 
it will suit Mr. Gould’s purposes so to issue it. Nay, Dr. 
Green, the accomplished and versatile President of the 
company, has sworn to the above fact. Now, it would 
not require the talent which enables Dr. Green to calcu- 
late the combinations of a hand at ‘*‘ poker” to figure out 
with some degree of certainty what a 7 per cent. actual 
and a 10 per cent. potential security should be worth in 
the market. The fact that itis only worth 80, when it 
ought to be selling at 120, is the damning proof that, al- 
though Judge Truax may have believed the evidence and 
the Court of Appeals find it convenient to shelter themselves 
behind his finding, the public do not take any stock in the 
decision and will not take any more stock in the com- 
pany. 
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ETERNAL vigilance is as necessary on the part of railroad 
telegraph superintendents as of ig fs persons connected 
with the operation of railroads. brakeman on the West- 
ern Pennsylvania Railroad has brought suit to recover 
damages for being thrown from the top of a car by a wire 
suspended too near the track; and on the 4th inst., near 
Elizabethtown, Pa., the ‘‘ fast line” train of the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad struck a telegraph pole, knocking off the 
headlight and smokestack of the locomotive, tearing away 
the ventilators and smoke pipes of several passenger cars, 
dragging four other poles down, and entangling the train 
with a network of wires. No one was hurt, but the pas- 
sengers were badly scared. The effects of storms cannot 
always be averted, but other dangers from the telegraph 
lines can be guarded against by frequent inspections of the 
lines. 





Now that the telegraph strike is undeniably over, there 
are certain things which it might be well to relegate to 
oblivion, foremost among which is the slang of the trades- 
unions. While we should not forget who was for and who 
against us in the great struggle, nor cease to regard with 
detestation the conduct of those who betrayed the cause 
of their comrades for a bribe, it is at best a childish per- 
formance to stand off, after the fight is over, and cry 
*“Scab! Scab!” Such a course can only detract from the 
dignity with which the strike was conducted. While 
striving to maintain all that has been gained, the cause of 
the Brotherhood will be best subserved by the avoidance 
of trades-union slang and demagoguery. 


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS went te the pains to transmit in 
full the decision in the Hatch-Williams Western Union 
cases at Albany. As printed in the St. Louis Globe-Demo- 
crat the document. makes four and a half solid columns, 
but most of the Western papers wisely cut it down to one- 
third or one-fourth of a column. If the decision had been 
adverse to the Western Union Company, the Associated 
Press would have been able to tell all about it in six lines. 


In seeking for an example of liberality in the manage- 
ment of a telegraph company, one would scarce think of 
looking toward Mexico ; yet, if we may believe a corre- 
spondent of the Boston Herald, who writes from the city of 
Mexico, that country possesses a corporation which might 
serve as a model for some of our own, with advantage te 
the latter. 
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Western Union Annual Meeting. 





The annual meeting of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company was held in the Western Union building, this 
city, on Wednesday last, Oct. 10. The attendance was 
large and the meeting harmonious. Of the 800,000 shares 
of the company’s stock 624,170 were voted. The following 
were unanimously elected directors : 

Dr. Norvin Green, Hugh J. Jewett, Thomas T, Eckert, 
J. Pierpont Morgan, John T. Terry, Frederick L. Ames, 
John Van Horne, John Hay, Augustus Schell, William D. 
Bishop, Harrison Durkee, C. P. Huntington, Jay Gould, 
George B. Roberts, Russell Sage, Alonzo B. Cornell, Sidney 
Dillon, Cyrus W. Field, John Pender, M. P., Henry Weaver, 
Percy R. Pyne, Robert Lenox Kennedy, Frank Work, Sam- 
uel Sloan, Erastus Wiman, John J. Astor, George J. Gould, 
Chauncey M. Depew, James W. Clendenin, and Christo- 
pher C. Baldwin. The only changes are the retirement of 
Mr. E. D. Worcester, who is abroad for his health, and Z. G, 
Simmons, whose places are taken by Col. John Hay, as 
the representative of the interest of the late Amasa Stone 
and Mr, Frank Work. 

President Green, in his annual report for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1883, a period that does not include the losses 
resulting from the strike, says that the capital stock of the 
company is $80,000,000, of which the company owns $20,- 
172.50. The bonded debt at the close of the year was 
$5,964,204. During the year£2,100 sterling bonds due March 
1, 1900 were redeemed by Sinking Fund trustees. Reve- 
nues for the year were $19,454,902 ; expenses (including 
leased lines, rentals and taxes), $11,794,554, leaving profits 
$7,660,349. From this were applied for dividends, interest 
on bonds and sinking fund $5,666,035, leaving surplus Juve 
30 of $3,658,553, Summing up in round numbers, the net 
earnings for the year were $7,660,000, out of which $467,- 
000 were paid for interest and sinking fund on bonded debt 


$5,199,000 in dividends to stockholders, leaving $1,994,000 | 
(nearly $2,000,000) of excess-above dividends and fixed | 


charges to be added to the surplus before accumulated. 
An exhibit of the revenues and disbursements of the 

company for seventeen years shows : Surplus on hand July 

1, 1866, $275,357; adding revenue for seventeen years, $65,- 


769,301, makes an aggregate of $66,044,658. The disburse- 
ments for the same time were $45,501,276, leaving a sur- | 


plus of $20,543,381, which is represented as follows : Con- 
struction of new lines, erection of additional wires, patents, 
etc., $9,293,356.48; purchase of telegraph lines, and of 
stocks of companies leased by the Western Union Company, 
upon which interest or dividends are paid as rental, $2,- 
500,794.17; Gold and Stock Telegraph Company’s stock 
(18,905 shares), $!,166,009; International Ocean Telegraph 
Company’s stock (15,170 shares), $961,606.42; Brooks Un- 
derground Telegraph Company’s stock (1,000 shares), $95,- 
000; Southern Bell Telephone and Telegraph Company’s 
stock (1,687 shares), $84,325; sundry other stocks and bonds, 
$103,749.86; Western Union bonds, redeemed and cancel- 
led, $1,369,813.69; sinking funds (portion not yet used for 
redemption of bonds, exclusive of interest allowed by trus- 
tees), $230,655.40; Broadway and Dey street building, $2,- 
840,639.52; less amount provided from the proceeds of the 
bonds, $1,802,202—$538,487.52. Real estate. other than 
above, $348,790.41; supplies and material on hand unissued, 
$182,290.08; surplus June 30, 1883, $3,658,553.83. Total, 
$20,543,381.86, On account of these assets, a stock distri- 
bution was declared in 1881, to the amount of $15,526,590; 
deducting which leaves a balance of $5,016,791.86. 

The metropolitan papers incline to the belief that Presi- 
dent Green’s report does not give as much information as 
it might. The Herald says: ‘‘There are corporations 
which believe that the use of reports is to hide their real 
condition. The annual report of the Western Union is a 
specimen of this class. We have perused its pages; we 
have also read the ‘ History of Rasselas, Prince of 
Abyssinia,’ and with much the same sensations. President 
Green does not mar the effect of the work with anything 
so prosaic and matter of fact asa balance sheet ; nothing 
is said as to how much the Mutual Union’s lines have 
earned toward the half million yearly which is paid for 
their use, and no reference is made to the strike or its 
effect upon receipts. Although the president was in Lon- 
don while this was in progress, he can scarcely have failed 
to hear of it. There is not a word said of the mysterious 
‘construction account’ inaugurated October 1, 1881, after 
Mr. Gould obtained control, and into which has since dis- 
appeared the half million or so for maintenance of lines 
and repairs which previously was charged every quarter 
against earnings. To atone for the absence of these little 
items of present and practical interest, however, there is 
an extended display of the alleged ‘revenues’ of the com- 
pany for the past seventeen years, adapted to the eye of 
the inexperienced reader rather than to the taste of an 
accountant, For instance, in the ‘assets’ which represent 
the grand surplus thus figured up, and on account of which 
‘assets’ it is declared the distribution of fifteen anda 
half millions of stock was made in 1881, there is included 
the enormous ‘surplus’ on hand June 30, 1883 !” 

The Times says: ‘‘The report shows that the Western 
Union has absorbed into itself in the last seventeen yéars 
fifteen or more other companies, with a nominal aggre- 
gate of securities amounting to some $60,000,000. The 
amount of solid capital represented by these securities is 
not mentioned. Besides this, it owns stock in more than 
twenty other telegraph and telephone companies amount- 








ing in all to over $10,000,000. It controls still other com- 
panies through leases, including the Mutual Union, upon 


whose stock and bonds it pays fixed percentages. Inflated | 
and loaded down as it is, it earned in the last year 9 per | 


cent. on its stock over and above its expenses and fixed 
charges. While paying dividends of 7 per cent. it is accu- 
mulating a surplus out of its earnings wherewith to make 
new purchases and to create a pretext for further expan- 
sions of stock. Although Dr. Green states that the aver- 
age charge for messages has been reduced since 1866 from 
$1.04 to 38 cents, it is evident from the record that they 
are still much higher than they ought to be or would be if 
the capital stock represented only the capital actually 
expended in building up its facilities and only fair divi- 
dends were paid on that amount.” 


————-~so Soo 


A Reminiscence of Morse. 

Mr. David Burbank, who died at his residence in Howard 
County, Md., on Sept. 11, at the ripe age of 85 years, was 
associated with Professor Morse in his efforts to introduce 
the electric telegraph. A relative of the deceased gentle- 
man has communicated to the Baltimore Sun the follow- 
ing interesting reminiscence : 

‘*The recent death of David Burbank recalls an item in 
the history of the telegraph which the general public may 
not know. Prof. Samuel F. B, Morse frequently visited 
Mr. Burbank at his residence to get his advice as to the 
disposal of his patent. The professor had been trying for 
some time to get some one with means to take hold of it, 
but met with no success, and consequently was very much 
discuuraged. A few weeks before the assembling of the 
Congress that made the appropriation for the construction 
of the wires between Washington and Baltimore as an ex- 
periment, he placed his patent right in Mr. Burbank’s 
hands to sell. The bottom price was $300,000, but as much 


more as possible, Mr. Burbank to receive a large commis- | 


sion if successful. The time was limited to the day that 
Congress was to assemble. Mr. Burbank packed off to 
New York with letters of introduction to some of the 
prominent business men, among whom was a high offices 
ina bank. This gentleman introduced Mr. Burbank tothe 
great banker of that day, Mr. Jacob Little. After a week 
or two’s consideration of the matter, and with many expres- 
sions of doubts and fears as to the success of the new in- 
vention, Mr. Little concluded to buy, and Mr. Burbank was 
to call next day, and the papers were to be signed to clinch 
the bargain (the writer does not remember the price agreed 
upon); but, alas for human hopes! when the next day did 
come it was discovered that this high bank officer was a 
defaulter for a large amount. Mr. Little was involved, 
and, becoming disheartened, concluded to have nothing to 
do with the new enterprise, deeming it too hazardous. 
The time of limitation being ended, the papers were re- 
turned to Prof. Morse. ‘ 

‘* When the telegraph oftice was removed from over the 
depot on Pratt street to the post-office building, corner of 
Fayette and North streets, Mr. Burbank had the contract 
for running the wires from the old to the new office.” 


———>+* > ++ 


Telephonic Progress in South America, 





The steady advance of railways in the interior, says the 
Buenos Ayres Standard of Sept. 2, not only opens new 
markets for its produce and increases general wealth, but 
the whistle of the locomotive awakens the inhabitants of 
the entire country from their carelessness in regard to the 
value of time. The word to-day is snortly to have a com- 
plete victory over the old mafiana. The too evident bene- 
fits of quicker communication by railways induces people 
who never before knew what it was to be in a hurry to 
believe that time is money, and to patronize liberally the 
telegraph and the telephone. 

Hardly had the Bell Telephone exchange opened in 
Rosario before the Government of Santa Fe ordered of the 
Union Telefonica the instruments and material for a small 
one of fifteen lines for its own uses ; and now the whole 
of that part of the Republic goes telephone crazy. 

The material for an exchange of fifty subscribers for a 
private company at Santa Fe will be shipped to-morrow 
by the United Company, which yesterday forwarded sup- 
plies for the commencement of the business at Cordoba 
and Santa Fe, and intermediate places, with Rosario. 
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EUROPEAN TELEGRAPH LINES.—The following list shows 
the length in kilometres (1 kilometre=% mile) of the tele- 
graph lines throughout the Continent: Germany, 260,636, 
of which 87,604 are underground ; France, 211,607 (11,656 
underground); Russia, 223,538 (250 underground); Austria, 
92,572 (571 underground); Italy, 89,150; Switzerland, 
16,155 (327 underground); Hungary, 54,852; Belgium, 
27,922 (232 underground); Sweden, 29,879; Netherlands, 
14,133 (591 underground); Spain, 40,742; Denmark, 8,450 
(79 underground); Norway, 15,601; Roumania, 8,662 (56 
underground); Portugal, 10,964; Greece, 4,614; Bosnia, 
8,180; Luxemburg, 536; Servia, 3,134; Bulgaria, 3,400. In 
Germany there are 4,388 inhabitants to each telegraph 
station; in France, 6,442; in Russia, 27,091; in Austria, 
8,504; in Switzerland, 10,850; in Sweden, 5,794; in Spain, 
43,358; and in Norway, 7,411, 





OLD ROBIN YORK. 


BY THOMAS C, NOBLE, JR. 


“Robin York! Robin York! Tell us about old time 
telegraphy!” cried Field, Gurney and two or three other 
newly fledged operators, as they gathered about the old 
attaché of the office at lunch time. 

** And is it to ‘Old Robin,’ the scrubber and drudge, that 
you fly men come for instruction?” growled the veteran, 
sulkily. 

** Who can better instruct us in the deep mysteries and 
queer methods of the long-forgotten past than Mr. Robin 
York ?” asked young Field, demurely: 

‘* Don’t mister me, ” said the gray-beard, with a look of 
disgust. ‘I’m neither knight nor esquire. Life’s pilgrim- 








age [ve made—too poor to own a title, too honest to as- 


sume one. As plain Robin York, an ‘honest man,’ I’ve 
lived, and as the same, please heaven, I will die.” 

‘*Oh, don’t waste all that high-flown stuff on us—it’s 
worth ten cents a line to your publishers,” drawled 
Brooks, the latest acquisition to the night force. 

‘*Pay no attention to him, Robin,” advised Field. 
‘** Brooks is so elated over his first job ona commercial 
line that his judgment on outside matters—composition 
and literature, for instance—isn’t exactly reliable.” 

‘*T appreciate Morse literature better than you relish 
literature in Morse,” retorted Brooks. 

‘*Sounds a little odd to hear a man like Field patron- 
izing a fresh,” remarked Gurney, soberly. ‘‘ I suppose 
you all recollect Robin's poem of ‘The Upstart,’ published 
in THE OPERATOR not long since. Can any one repeat it?” 
he asked. : 

‘*Seems to me it ran this way,” began Staples, who had 
just taken his place in the circle. The new-comer struck 
an attitude and in a very doleful voice repeated the fol- 
lowing : 

‘* Last year he was a messaze boy, 
A most deceitful shirk ; 
Last Spring he was a sargeant t old; 
Last Saturday, a clerk. 


‘* Last week he carried round the blanks; 
The messages he ‘ took’ 
Were those he gathered from the desk 
To hang upon the hook. 


‘* But now he ‘ takes ’em al!,’ you know; 
And just as soon would think 
Of breaking, as a staring owl 
Would condescend to wink. 
‘** He coldly says ‘o k’ and signs— 
‘I’m in receipt of yours; 
Yours truly ’—Thus he terrifies, 
Exasperates and floors. 
(OR) a) Ont we a. 
And then he neatly dries 
A copy—which his chieftain will 
Severely criticise.” 

‘*I’d just like to know how that applies to me?’ The 
speaker, young Field, looked about him with a blush on 
his cheek and fire in his eye. 

‘Or to any of us, for that matter,” chimed in young 
Daley, a twin blush mentling his youthful features. 

‘*What an idea, for each one of you to go and take the 
article as a personal hit!” exclaimed Robin. ‘* Why, all 
you boys here are first-class operators.” 

‘* All but Paul Jones Atkinson,” roared Staples. ‘* He 

always has three blots on his copy, and that’s why the 
boys call him ‘ Paul, the pawnbroker,” and *‘ Uncle Paul!’ 
But we allappreciate your articles, Robin; we dote on 
’em.” 
‘** Better except Macomber,” suggested Gurney. ‘ His 
sensibilities are so blunted with ham sandwiches that he 
relishes nothing but beer-garden wit, supplemented with 
Holland cheese and Dutch mustard.” 

‘* Order, gentlemen! Order!” thundered 
sternly. ‘‘ Mr, York has the floor !” 

‘* Tell us something about old times, Robin—times when 
they used keys that weighed a couple of pounds, and were 
humped like a camel’s back?” pleaded young Harry Plum- 
mer, 

‘*How you fellows do go on,” said Robin, sighing 
wearily, as he proceeded to construct a ‘‘rough and 
ready ” out of the last morsel of his potted ham and the 
halves of a cracker. The task completed, according to his 
taste and notion, he tucked the sandwich away beneath his 
grizzled moustache and after brushing the crumbs from his 
garments, and polishing his grim features with a faded 
crimson silk handkerchief, he sighed again, louder than 
before, and addressed his impatient hearers: 

** Yes, you are all first-class ops—gilt-edged men. Now 
it’s queer how some folks get on in the world and others 
lag behind. For a matter of thirty years I’ve plodded on 
sweeping out the spoiled blanks that plugs practice on, 
and the mud they bring in on their shoes. I might have 
been gilt-edged myself if I'd had a chance, but one gathers 
little inspiration from a broom-handle. Once, some two 
or three years ago, I went to the manager, broom in hand, 
and said—like Hamlet—‘ Sir, I lack advancement.’ He 
advanced me—made me second assistant battery man. 
My work was special—painting over old cross-arms. 

‘Look at him, there, sitting at his desk grand asa Mo- 
gul! I remember the day he first came to work in the 
office—a sniveling, whining message boy. I took pity on 
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Macomber, 
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him, put him up to a dodge or two, and one rainy after- 
noon I went to work and taught him the Morse alphabet. 

‘“*T graduated him as a first-class plug in course of three 
weeks, or thereabouts, and then got him promoted to of- 
fice boy. 1 was sailing master, like,and he a midshipman 
—see? I was boss of the steerage. I brought him up in 
the way he should go—kept him out of idleness and made 
a man of him. When I was thirsty I'd say ‘Starks, 
bring me a drink of ice water, I’m too busy to go myself,’ 
He'd go! After a time he drifted on to the regular force, 
and the first thing I knew was appointed chief operator. 
The day he came round and set me to cleaning up the cel- 
lar was the proudest moment of his life. 

**But he’s only a sign-post ; I go back further than his 
day. When the old United States Company first ran a 
wire into this town I was at work in their office, along 
with such fellows as Jed Lovejoy, Ike Brick, Park Gar- 
dener and other old-timers. I recollect one afternoen our 
superintendent, Dan Sewell—afterwards one of the officers 
out on that Panama road—was playing checkers with the 
manager—thut was George Haskell, who died about a year 
ago, worth three hundred and fifty thousand dollars—and 
the rest of us deck hands, future superintendents, genera! 
managers, janitors, and one thing and another, were hang- 
ing round watching the game. All of a sudden there 
came a call on the instrument. 

“If a park of artillery had gone off in the street it 
wouldn’t have startled us half as much. Away went the 
checker-board, and all hands rushed to the instrument 
desk. The super wound up the register, the manager 
‘adjusted.’ Lorn Weeks ran out the tape and Gid Gilman, 
after two or three ineffectual attempts, managed to answer 
at the key. It was an exciting moment. 

‘After the sending office had repeated the message to 
us nine times, we had fourteen copies written out, five of 
which were identical. Then Gid suggested giving ‘O. K.’ 
but the officers thought we’d better take one more copy, 
just to make sure. 

‘*The message was toa Southern planter who was sum 
mering at the North. His agent had unexpectedly sold a 
large amount of cotton ata high figure. I took it round 
to his house and found the whole family sitting on the 
piazza. 

‘* When they saw me coming up with the dispatch there 
was a commotion right off. The planter dropped his news- 
paper and turned pale, two of the ladies fainted dead 
away, and the rest set up such a screaming you could have 
heard ’em three blocks away. However, when they found 
out what the news was, they were all right, and asked me 
more questions about the ‘telegraph’ than I could have 
answered in a week. The planter gave me two quarter 
eagles for the message and another one for myself, and 
then one of his black men took me into the house and 
treated me on old madeira, cakes and, what at the time I 
had never met with before, ice-cream. 

“Those were good old times. Nowadays when a man 
spies a messenger coming with a dispatch, he takes out his 
watch and times the boy to see how long it takes him to 
go a block. 

‘** Why, a messenger’s place, then, was worth more than 
an operator’s is now !” gasped Brooks. 

“Think of collecting an ice-cream and a quarter eagle 
on every telegram,” murmured Gurney, with a far-away 
look in his eyes. 

‘Then we used to take press reports for the news- 
papers,” resumed Robin. ‘It was the same identical 
report that you have now; the only difference about it was 
that it took three operators to take it instead of one. 
There were three of us taking a long special from Boston 
one night. Milt Goddard read from the tape and Dick 
Luther wrote it down—” 

‘** What did you do, Robin?’ irreverently asked young 
Field. 

‘*Held the candle,” answered Robin, blushing in his 
turn. ‘It was something of a task to do even that much 
probably, as the sequel will show; for I went fast to sleep 
that night, and after a while the tallow dip dropped from 
my hand into one of the boxes and in an instant the whole 
thing was in a blaze. All of our tape and a portion of the 
copy was entirely destroyed. However, we found a small 
piece of the former--about three yards and a half—in the 
backroom, and by running that through the register sixty- 
four times we managed to get the remaining five hundred 
words of the special. That partof the copy which was 
destroyed through my carelessness I immediately repro- 
duced from memory—” 

‘Why, Robio, I thought you said you were asleep 
all this time!” cried young Henry Plummer, reproach- 
fully. 

‘No, not all the time—only a few seconds,” said Robin, 
hastily. ‘‘ Had it all in my head—retentive memory, you 
know—fixed it all up in good shape. But it turned out, 
the next day, that what we had taken for a report of a 
first-class horse race was an account of the Broad street 
riot in Boston—the time that the Lancers were called 
out.” 

*Oh—vo !” ejaculated Field, drawing a long breath. 

‘*There must have been some terrible mystery about 
that,” remarked Staples, with painful gravity. 

** It sounds highly improbable, but, of course, one cannot 
dispute facts,” said Gurney, uneasily. 

“*Truth is stranger than fiction,’” sighed Paul Jones 
Atkinson. 


“ Your wire might have been crossed with some other 
line,” suggested young Daley, anxiously. 

“It was sort of queer, that’s a fact,” mused Robin. 
‘* The boys in the sending office couldn’t account for it— 
they said they sent it all right.” 

There was a painful pause during which Robin occupied 
the time by picking some bits of excelsior from his coat 
sleeve. 

**Robin, my friend, it appears as though, upon that 
particular occasion, you must have slept somewhat longer 
than you were aware of.” 

“It may have that appearance, Master Gurney ; one 
cannot always answer for appearances. But you children 
make more ado over this blunder of thirty years ago than 
did the publishers of the paper at the time. Fact is, such 
accidents were common enough in those days.” 

Fourteen simultaneous sighs startled the veteran’s ear, 
and he looked anxiously around for a chance to escape. 

‘* By the way, Robin, have you written anything for THE 
OPERATOR lately?” asked Macomber, endeavoring, as it 
were, to divert the conversation to some less painful 
topic. 

‘** Ah, you boys know well enough that they won't pub- 
lish my pieces,” said Robin, sadly. 

** Won't publish your pieces?” echoed young Daley in 
blank astonishment. ‘‘ Why, what in this world is the 
matter with them? I thought they were ‘ bang up?” 

“But won't they really ?” queried Paul Jones Atkinson. 

Old Robin shook his head, sorrowfully. ‘I was their 
trump card when times were dull,” he said. ‘‘ When THE 
OPERATOR was written up after office hours and printed 
Saturday nights there was no one like Robin to dash them 
off a love story or indite a ‘sonnet to the sounders.’ But 
now, all my articles go into the waste basket. I am old— 
old. The world moves on and old-fashioned folk are left 
behind. Yes, I write, but my gentle romances and modest 
verses are all returned to me with ‘ thanks.’ ” 

** Never mind, Robin, all great authors and poets are 
not appreciated at once,” observed Brooks, sagely. ‘‘ Look 
at Chaucer ?” 

‘* Chatterton !” corrected Field. 

—‘‘ Chatterton, Tom Hood, Zachary Taylor--” 

** Bayard Taylor !” 

‘** Bayard Taylor, Mark Twain, Oliver Cromwell—” 

** Oliver Wendell !” 

** Oliver Wendell Holmes, William Henry Gar—” 

“Oh, Oh! William Lloyd /” 

‘** William Lloyd Garrison, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Ned 
Buntline, and thousands of others. Think how long Bret 
Harte’s poem of the ‘ Heathen Chinee’ was pigeonholed 
out there on the Pacific coast. There’s time enough—” 
The speaker glanced at the grim and wrinkled features 
of the old janitor and suddenly paused. 

‘* Robin, let’s go out West, somewhere, and grow up with 
the place,” suggested the irrepressible Staples. 

**Come,* Robin! Give us a specimen of some of the 
articles they have returned to you,” spoke the calm voice 
of Macomber. ‘‘ We will be your critics, and will decide 
fairly upon the merits of the piece— have no fears on that 
score.” 

‘* A rejected article was sent back to me the other day. 
It was a poem on a lady operator.” The old veteran turned 
a trifle redas he commenced clearing his throat, and his 
gaze sought the toe of his boot. *‘It was about a lady with 
red hair. I don’t know as I can recollect it.” Just as the 
boys’ stock of patience had about given out, he began : 

‘** She was an op’, with auburn hair, 
Her eyes were bright and blue, 
And at the counter where she stood 
I sought an interview. 


‘*** Pll send a message, if you please ; 
Give me some auburn blanks— 
Hand me that blue-eyed pencil—yes, 
Some half-rate auburn—thanks ! 


“* * Your rates are—yes ; I know! You see 
| pound the brass, my dear ; 
At home, now, this would go d h— 
Her laugh rang silvery clear : 


‘* * Ah, then you’d better hurry home ! 
Your train’s on t’other side— 
Come, if you will waste paper so 
Then your own blanks provide |’ 


‘* * Tt goes to Blue-eyed Lake, my dear— 
Some call it ‘‘ Lake the Blue ”"— 
An azure sheet with auburn fringe— 
Lovely and ‘cool ”—like you. 


‘* The message t—yes, a minute—‘‘ one” !|— 
The moon’s light, softly shed, 
Turns blue and silver into gold,— 
A half night—auburn !—RED ! 


‘** Excuse me !—no ; I did not say 
An auburn head ; I might 

Have said a half rate, no account — 
A free red message —night ! 


‘** The message ? ah yes—here it 1s !— 
I’ve written it as fast 

As you willsend it’—‘ Right you are ! 
Pl hold it till the last !’ 


*“** Exactly—yes, of course—‘‘ Lake Blue ” |!— 
I’ve seen the counterpart 
Of our sweet lake—in miniature— 





And leave behind, my heart—. 





“* «Phe azure sheen of those dear waves, 
Limpid as summer skies 

And clear as crystal stalactites, 
Is pictured in her eyes. 


‘©The plumes of autumn maple leaves, 
And ferns and mosses, fair, 
Are challenged and outrivaled by 
Her lovely auburn hair.’ 


‘** Ob, what a mess to understand !— 
Send it yourself!’ she said; 
‘* * Pve never sent a free half-rate, 
No account, auburn, red! 


““* They may have—on the Mutual— 
Some form like that—Oh my! 
Your train is starting—you’ll get left— 
You nuisance! —there!—GooD-BYE!’” 

‘“*Well, I don’t think much of that! exclaimed Paul 
Jones Atkinson. 

** Nor I,” said young Harry Plummer, decidedly. 

“Like the Zuni Indians’ jug of seawater, it’s far 
fetched,” commented Gurney. 

“IT know ared-headed girl that would'’nt stand up and be 
made fun of in that way,” remarked Field. ‘ The least a 
fellow might expect would be to have his own head 
combed with a tariff book.” 

‘“‘The idea of comparing a girl’s locks with red juniper, 
thimble berries and that sort ofa thing!” groaned Brooks. 

“T don’t wonder they sent it back,” said Gurney. 
‘* Whoever heard of an auburn message, red !” 

** A poet’s license, gentlemen! a poet’s license!” cried old 
Robin, making a deprecatory gesture with his outstretch- 
ed hand. 

“Have you really a poet’s license, Robin? Where do 
you get ’em?’ demanded Staples. 

‘*Oh, show it to us, Robin?—please do?” chorused Field, 
Daley and Harry Plummer. 

** Wolves ! jackals! coyotes! Have you no respect for 
age?” roared the janitor, glaring round the circle. ‘A 
fine set of critics you are, indeed !” 

‘* Boys!” exclaimed Macomber, soberly, ‘‘ your igno- 
rance on such matters is really deplorable. Now, Rob 
in’s poem suits me—I like that sort of a thing, immensely. 
It’s human—natural like.” 

*** One touch of nature makes the whole earth—grin,’ ’ 
stammered Brooks. 

** That's it—I guess—” said Gurney. ‘‘I remember a girl 
I once saw in a depot telegraph office. Whether her eyes 
were azure blue or her hair auburn red or raven black, it 
is impossible to state; but she was a daisy! I know I 
stepped up to the counter and asked her if her line con- 
nected with the direct Jersey City Cable.” 

**T was there with you!” cried Staples. ‘‘ Your watch 
charm—the only charm about you—guve you away. 
When her eyes caught that she said, ‘ We used, formerly, 
to send via cable, but now there are so many ‘dude re- 
peaters’ on the line we send by the overland route.’” 

“ Haw ! haw! haw !——” began Brooks; but finding that 
no one else laughed, he stopped short, and to hide his con- 
fusion asked Harry Plummer if it wasn’t most time to go 
to work. 

‘**Come, Robina !” said Macomber, winking furiously at 


‘the other members of the circle, ‘‘ we all vote your poem 


to be first rate. Now what can be the reason that such 
bang-up, first-class, incomparable articles as yours find no 
market? Why does the publisher snub you so?’ 

“Why, indeed!” echoed Robin. ‘I asked that very 
question of myself many times over. I sent them matters 
that I had conscientiously labored upon—the best I had to 
offer—but it all came back. At last Isat down and wrote a 
personal letter to the publisher. I said ‘ How is it, sir, 
that my articles, which formerly were sought after, are 
now received with so much disdain? If the operators once 
admired my gentle romances, exulted in the achievements 
of my heroes and wept over the sorrows of my heroines, 
why is it that they are now so difficult to please—that they 
exult and weep no more?’ The publisher turned the letter 
over to the literary editor, with instructions to answer me 
infull. At last I received the long-looked for reply, but 
failed to exactly comprehend it. He said, ‘When THE 
OPERATOR was in its infancy your articles were of the right 
calibre—they fitted, exactly. But we have expanded ; 
we can no longer use the clothes we wore in childhood . 
we have outgrown them. The mere local sheet, filled with 
the gossip of a single office, has developed into a great 
journal whose influence reaches to all parts of the country 
and even to foreign lands. We must be dignified and, in 
the selection of our matter, discriminating and judi- 
cious—’” 

‘‘Oh, how I should like to have a slap at you in that 
way !” interrupted Staples. ‘‘ Had they left the task to 
me, I would have written such a letter as—” 

‘*Indeed ! and what, pray, would you have said on the 
subject ?” demanded Macomber. 

‘* 1?” said the office jester, with great gravity, ‘‘ I would 
have said : ‘Sir, your productions are ribald and disgust- 
ingly natural. You aim to portray human nature, which 
is exceedingly vulgar. Your pictures are as truthful and 
about as discriminating as those produced by the camera. 
Let not your whole aim be merely to please ; you should 
strive to be toney, esthetic and—in a measure—uninterest- 
ing. Be—er-um—ponderous! Do not waste time in 
studying the works of Mark Twain, Bret Harte, Charles 
Dickens and Will Shakespeare; they deal in rare—but 
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broken and cracked—China, common groceries, and the 
accumulations of the junk shop. ‘Rather cultivate the 
gentle Longfellow, the unassuming Whittier, the pious 
Milton, the ferocious Carlyle and the able—I mean the 
abominable—’” 

‘Oh, peace, peace!” exclaimed Macomber, waving his | 
hand contemptuously. ‘“‘Go ahead, Robin—‘discrimi- 
nating and judicious !’ ” 

‘*He said,” resumed the janitor, solemnly, ‘‘ you ap- 
pear to be rather unambitious. Come up to our standard ; 
add weight to your manuscript; improve your style 
until it comes within the scope of our publications. 
Send us matter worthy of our columns and we should be 
but too glad to give you employment.” 

‘‘ Don’t add weight to your manuscripts until after the 
pew postal law goes into effect,” suggested Gurney. 
‘* Remember, you owe me nine cents for postage—” 

“I sat right down and answered him. I said—‘ Mr. 
Literary Editor: Your letter is before me and I have 
striven diligently to comprehend it. In order to be as 
brief and concise as possible, I send my reply in the 
form of a fable—” 

‘* Ah, we have arrived at the story !” quoth Paul Jones 
Atkinson. 

‘*Have we, indeed?’ roared Staples. 
long, tiresome journey !” 

‘* A certain musician who traveled about the streets in 
company with a monkey and a hand organ finally became 
so expert at grinding out music that he was promoted to 
the position of drummer ina brass band. A short time 
after, as the band was gayly marching down the street at 
the head of a company of militia, the monkey, who since 
the new order of affairs had been turned adrift, espied his 
late master in the procession and flew to embrace him. 
The ex-organ grinder was overcome with mortification 
and his comrades were disgusted. ‘Go away ,instantly— 
execrable ape!’ roared the musician, raising his drumstick 
threateningly. ‘Come, be off with you!’ 

‘*** Kind sir,’ said the monkey, humbly, ‘will you at 
least tell me why it is that where I was formerly the 
main attraction of your show, the pride of your turnout, 
the loadstone of your wealth—drawing crowds of interest- 
ed spectators whenever I appeared upon the scene—I am 
now an object to be ashamed of and unworthy of your 
company ?’ 

‘The musician was nonplussed for a moment, but finally 
said: ‘Matters have changed with me since the times 
you mention. In place of my former rags please observe 
this fine red coat, this gold-laced chapeau. Compare my 
splendid outfit with your own ridiculous appearance ! Go 
and get you a uniform like ours, and then, mayhap, we 
will receive you into our ranks.’ 

** The monkey turned sorrowfully away and, climbing a 
tree, resumed his interrupted dinner of horse-chestnuts. 
‘Such are the varied fortunes of life,’ he soliloquized. ‘A 
musician may swap his hand-organ for a base drum; but 
alas! a monkey can never change his—tail !’” 


‘Tt has been a 





An Interesting Presentation of the Postal Telegraph 
Question. 





To the Editor of The Operator : 

Srr: Recent numbers of your valuable paper have 
given much space to the discussion of the question of Pos- 
tal Telegraphy. 

It isa question to which I have givén considerable 
thought, being interested in it both as a member of the 
telegraphic profession and also as a citizen of the United 
States, and as both I may as well state that for good and 
sufficient reasons I am unalterably opposed to Government 
control of the telegraph, or indeed any other public con- 
venience that it is possible for private individuals to man- 
age. With all due respect for the opinions of those who 
may differ with me on this question, I desire to 
say that I have yet to meet with the practical 
telegraphers who advocated Government control, who 
was not a natural *‘ drone,” or, in other words, one who 
was not willing to risk his permanent employment or ad- 
vancement upon his individual merit ; his underlying mo- 
tive being to have asinecure,holding his position regardless 
of his fitness or his efforts to honestly and diligently perform 
the duties assigned him. While many of the profession 
undoubtedly think that it would benefit them, the history 
of Government telegraphy in other countries shows that it 
would prove a delusion and a snare, 

Are there any so oblivious to the times in which we live 
as to suppose for a single moment that the same debased 
political methods that are prevalent in other departments 
of the Government would not obtain in postal telegraphy? 

Are there any but that believe that under a Republican 
administration there would be any but Republican general 
officers, managers of offices and on down as far as it could 
possibly be carried, and under a Democratic administration 
the same state of affairs would prevail, all regardless of 
titness—political preferment and influence overriding 





everything. 

There would soon be as many applicants and as much | 
strife over the telegraph positions as other Government | 
situations, for Government control would cause the num- | 
ber of learners to increase no one can say in what propor- | 
tion, and they would also be of the political complexion of 
the party that happened to be in power as no others “‘ need 
apply,” which in itself would be a palpable wrong. 
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Again, the public would not be served with the pres- 
ent promptness, for the employés, knowing that they 
held their places by political preferment, would become 
negligent, and slow and slothful ways would soon prevail. 
But one of the greatest of all evils that would arise from 
Government control would be that the political secrets of 
the party out of power would have to pass through the 
hands of their opponents ; does any one suppose that they 
would do so inviolate? Would not employés, knowing 
that they would lose their positions should their political 
opponents gain power, be likely to surreptitiously use this 
private information againstthem? It might not be done 
openly, but it would be done, nevertheless. 

It is not done now, for the simple reason that our party 
fealty has nothing to do with our employment. Then, it 
would be a mighty engine in the hands of an administra- 
tion that might wish to subvert the liberties of the people. 
Many I know, that have not studied this matter in all its 
phases, who never even read the Constitution of their 
country, will be inclined to scoff at some of the subject 
matter herein presented. True, there may be no imme- 
diate danger, but what is hidden in the future no one can 
tell. History, however, repeats itself, and that ‘‘ eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty” is as true now as in any 
age of the world. 

Therefore, the people should not put into the hands of 
those that govern anything that can be turned against 
them. 

That country is best governed that is least governed, and 
instead of adding to the immense number of office-holders, 
it is the duty of the law-makers to so regulate affairs that 
their number shall be decreased and as many as posrible 
elected direct from the people. Every time a commotion 
like the late ‘‘ strike” occurs, the cry is for Government 
control. Those who want “ paternal” governments had 
better emigrate to Europe, where they can find them in all 
their glory, but the ‘‘ people” of those countries are strug- 
gling terribly to shake them off. May God speed the day. 
There is a limit even to monopoly. Taking the Western 
Union as an example, the more it consolidates and the 
more it waters its stock the top-heavier it gets, and evena 
small opposition is a great thorn in its side. Therefore, 
the opposition that is now combining against it is a far 
more formidable rival than most would suppose, and as 
sure as it buys out the present opposition (excluding B & 
O, which is not for sale) another will take its place, and 
so on continually can the Western Union continue the 
consolidation programme. It is said that President Green 
advises against it even now. 

The Western Union is undoubtedly the telegraph com_ 
pany of this country, but this does not prevent a well, 
honestly organized opposition from doing a profitable bus- 
iness between those points that are able to sustain more 
than one office. As for the small places that many speak 
about the Government being able to reach that the present 
telegraph system does not, I will say that the telephone 
(an invention that will be common property in a few 
years) is rapidly reaching all those places, even such as 
the Government could not afford to, and not only that, but 
this said telephone system is rapidly causing the receipts 
of the Western Union to decline in some cases from 50 to 
75 per cent. at some places. For the Government to try to 
sustain an office at such points would be a dead loss. The 
great increase of business between the larger or self-sustain- 
ing offices and the fact that the W. U. gets a percentage of 
the telephone receipts, are the reasons the W. U. earnings 
show no decrease. 

But many will say, How do you propose to remedy the 
existing discontent? Let the voters of this country cast 
their ballots for those that are pledged not to vote any 
more special privileges, thereby building up monopoly. 

The workingman is in the majority in this country. He 
is able to take care of himself. The power is in his hands. 
Let him divest himself of party prejudice, and vote, not so 
much for those that will legislate in his favor, but for those 
that will not legislate against him. Let England control 
the telegraph and forcibly stifle discontent ; let Germany 
control the railroads and the telegraph, yea even the supply 
of pork, but in the thousands fleecing, especially from the 
latter country, let us take heed, and decide this and all 
other questions not acoording to European methods, but 
according to United States methods and the ge- 
nius of our institutions, as founded by the Fathers 
of the Republic. It is undoubtedly within the 
proper scope of the States or the United States to attach 
penalties for improper performance of duty, and even to 
regulate the rates of the railroads and telegraph companies, 
as in the former it is already done, but beyond that they 
should not go. 

In saying what I have said, 1am not only actuated by 
the good of my profession but the good of my country, 
whose institutions I hope will remain intact, to bless 
countless generations yet unborn, whose flag will yet float 
over the entire continent, and whose system of government 
will finally obtain over the entire globe. 

Oct, 3, 1883. 
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AMERICAN. 


Telegraphic Matters in the Monumental City. 
To the Editor of The Operator : 
The men here welcome THE OpgeRATOR to their sanctum 
again, and wish it continued success. Since the strike, 
matters telegraphically have been quiet. Those who were 





more successful in getting back have been working man- 
fully and making as much extra time as possible. There 
have been many changes, which will be duly noted in the 
next communication to THE OPERATOR. The American 
Rapid is no more, it having been engulfed by the last en- 
ergetic candidate for public favor, the Bankers and Mer- 
chants. This company is doing a good business. Mr. W. 
A. Dunn, manager, is at present on an _ inspec- 
tion tour West, in the interest of the new enter- 
prise. In his absence Mr. J. D. Thurston is 
in charge at the main office, assisted by the well-known 
Western Union old-timer, Mr. R. H. Smith, as chief oper- 
ator. The day force are Messrs. H. O. Steltz, late of the 
B. & O., G. Boyer, Nicolai A. Gentry, Geo. Taylor, Jos. O. 
Mailey and H. Tamm. Mr. McKennais night chief. At 
Exchange Place office Mr. E. H. Trainor, one of the best 
known operators in the profession, is manager, assisted by 
Messrs. Zell, Jas. O. Mailey and W. Clark. Mr. Geo. Hoss- 
bach is in charge of the Balto street office. He is very pop- 
ular with the merchants. W. Whiteworth is at the Stock 
Exchange. Mr. G. F. Groff, late manager of the Rapid, has 
gone to Oil City. 

The Telegraphers’ Beneficial Assoviation has been 
dissolved, many of the members failing to take 
any interest in its welfare. It was one of the most 
laudable enterprises ever inaugurated here, and by its dis- 
solution a stain is imprinted upon many of the Baltimore 
operators which will never be erased. We fear charitable 
financial relief to operators is at an end as far as Baltimore 
isconcerned. Mr. James Moan, operator at Natural Bridge, 
8S. V. R. R., is spending his vacation here. Mr. J. Fs» Mor- 
rison, who has been suffering with a severe cold, is con- 
valescent. It is rumored that the Garrett cable will be 
commenced at an early day. Mr. Garrett has returned 
from Europe, where he has been looking up the matter and 
arranging plans. The B. & O. Telegraph Company is do- 
ing a good business, and constantly extending its lines. It 
has recently purchased the Mutual District lines m_ this 
city, and proposes to have an efficient District service. 
BALTIMORE, Oct. 9, 1883. MARYLAND, 


Milwaukee Melange. 


To the Editor of The Operator: 

Sik : Milwaukee comes to the front to greet the boys 
once more. Nearly all the old operators employed before 
the strike are back and at their old places. Perhaps no 
other office did more to gain a victory for the telegraphers 
in the recent struggle than did the Milwaukee boys and 
girls. At the given signal every operator in the office left 
his and her key and not a single soul turned traitor. I 
may simply state that if every office had been as solid as 
Milwaukee was, the day would have been ours. Milwau- 
kee was about the last office organized, and some cities 
felt scared of us; but we had a true leader (Peter McGill), 
who held us together to the bitter end, and whose name 
shall never be obliterated in the minds of the living gen- 
eration of telegraphers. The following old familiar faces 
are once more in the ring: Messrs. Farley, Hy. Ram- 
sey, W. Plant, Houghton, Worth, Patterson, Marlett, Tug 
Wilson, Cook, McNally, Pearce, Corrigan, McRavey, 
Woodward, O’Connell, Butler, Fleming, J. Ramsey, Lau- 
meyer, Carey. Arrivals, Fessender and Putnam, from 
Chicago. Mr. Ed. Hickey, who has been here for several 
years, and who is well known as one of the fastest opera- 
tors in the country, has gone South. 

Telegraphy at present is very much demoralized, and it 
is doubtful if there will ever be gathered together such 
good menagain as were employed before the strike, as most 
of the expert and reliable men got so disgusted with the 
failure of the strike that they will never again return to 
the key, but go where they will be better appreciated 
and more adequately remunerated for their work. 

MILWAUKEE, Wis., Oct. 8, 1883. Com. 


————— ve oe 
Notes from the “K. CG.” Division of the Chicago & 
Alton. 
To the Editor of The Operator : 

Sir: Thinking some old C. & A, men now on other 
roads might want to know how their friends are “‘ holding 
out,” I bega small space in your valuable paper. A few 
months ago there was a complete change in the manage- 
ment. Col. O. Vaughan, formerly division superintendent, 
is now division freight agent at Slater. W. E. Gray is now 
assistant superintendent, with full charge of operators and 
agents. The ‘‘old reliable,” A. Brannin, is chief dis- 
patcher, with G. H. Parker, F. W. Egan and M, F, White 
as assistants. J. W. Dean, from “C, E.,” is operator in 
dispatcher’s office. C. W. Waterhouse is now in Fi. office. 
Mr. Wilson is still at ‘‘Ip.” Mr. Murphy is days now at 
“B.8.;” the ‘“‘nite owls” are as follows: Mr. Lock at 
Grand avenue, Mr. Murphy at B.5., “Sleepy John” Ed- 
wards at ‘“‘O. A.,” Miss Annie Mize at ‘‘B. K.” J. B. 
Smith, fyom Milton, Pa., is operator at Marshall. 

G. H. P. and M. F. W. keep things lively in “ D. 8.” 
nights, they are both good dispatchers and are well liked 
by ‘‘the boys.” Every one was sorry to see Col. Vaughan 
resign, as he was a splendid superintendent. 

Mr. Fox is at Mayview still, Adams at O. A. and R. P. 
Price at ‘‘Gu.” Henry, “the masher,” is at Alma yet, 
but talks of going back to Indiana soon. Mize is at ‘‘B. K” 
and Parsons at ‘‘ Ad.” Shay has a life lease on Marshall, 
and is the right man in the right place. Ford (not the 








notorious Bob) is at Slater. JERRY. 
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The T. M. B. A. Meeting. 


The question of holding the next annual meeting of the 
T. M. B. A. has been definitely settled, Mr. Carey, the 
president, deciding in favor of Philadelphia. The mem- 
bers of the Association in the Quaker City stoutly con- 
tended that the meeting could be held legally in that city, 
and their opinion is endorsed by Judge Porter, Attorney- 
General Cassidy, of Pennsylvania, and other legal lumin- 
aries. The annual meeting will therefore be held in 
Philadelphia next November, and the Quaker City can be 
relied upon to give a royal welcome to the visiting 


delegates. feria. 
Dashes Here and There. 


A YELLOw Fever Victim.—Among the deaths from 
yellow fever at Guaymas, Mexico, that of Mr. Burroughs, 
a telegraph operator, is announced. 

Tae IRON MOUNTAIN RAILROAD.—This company is string- 
ing another wire from St. Louis to Little Rock for railroad 
uses. This makes three railroad wires in addition to those 
of the Western Union. 

A PosTaL TELEGRAPH FOR A CENT.—The post-office at 
Hagerstown, Md., has telegraph. communication to save 
time to suburban residents, who will use it to inquire for 
their mail before walking into town. 

‘* Wired Love.”—The following message is said to have 
passed over the wires recently to a Springfield, Mass., boy, 
from his generous Holyoke girl: ‘‘Joe, come up; I am 
full of money and will pay all expenses.” 

W. U. PoLes anp Wires TAXED.—The New Jersey Com- 
missioners of Appeals have refused to relieve 300 Western 
Union poles and wires in Newark from taxation, but have 
reduced the assessment from $5,000 to $3,000. 

GERMAN Savines.—In the telegraphic department of the 
German Empire the residues from the batteries are sold 
annually by public tender. The sale is said to realize 22 
per cent. of the total expenditure of battery materials, 

Promorep.—Mr. F, G, Fuller has been appointed chief 
train dispatcher of the Wisconsin Division of the Chicago 
& Northwestern Railway. Mr. Fuller began several years 
ago as a telegraph operator, and by diligent effort worked 
up to his present responsible position. 

FROM TELBSGRAPHY TO SURVEYING.— Mr. Joseph E. Craw- 
ford, a telegraph operator of Mt. Vernon, N. Y., and 
well known throughout Westchester County, has joined 
the surveying force of the London & Lancashire Insurance 
Co., working principally in New York State. 

Tak Late Mr. MortToN.—Ata meeting of the telegra- 
phers of Philadelphia, on the 30th ult., to take action upon 
the death of the late Edward D. Morton, speeches were 
made by ex-manager Robinson and others, and a commit- 
tee was appointed to present to the bereaved family reso- 
lutions of sympathy and condolence. 

“A Gigantic BirpcaGce.”—The Pall Mall Gazette com- 
plains that telephone and telegraph wires are multiplying 
so rapidly in London that before long the citizens will 
“live and move and have their being in a kind of gigantic 
birdcage, the wires of which may snap at any moment and 
injure or decapitate those upon whom they fall.” 

CONDITIONS ON TELEGRAPH BLANKs.—A condition printed 
on a telegraph blank in use, ‘‘that no claim for damages 
shall be valid unless presented in writing within twenty 
days from sending the message,” is reasonable and valid, 
according to the decision of the Supreme Court of Wiscon- 
sin in the recent case of Heiman vs, The Western Union 
Telegraph Company. 

From BALTIMORE TO WASHINGTON,—A dispatch from 
Washington, D. C., of the 3d inst. says: The Postal Téle- 
graph Company, which is now building its lines between 
New York and Baltimore, is preparing to run a line from 
Baltimore to this city. It to-day laid before the commis- 
sioners a request for permission to enter the city, laying 
its wires underground within city limits. 

Texas TELEGRAPH RECEIPTS.—From good authority it 
is learned that the gross receipts of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company for telegraph business at the main 
points in Texas rank as follows: Galveston comes first ; 
Dallas and Houston have equal showing for second place ; 
then follow San Antonio, Fort Worth, Austin and Waco 
in the order named. This is a pretty good index of the 
business of the respective places. 

Getting BAcK TO OLD QUARTERS LN CHICAGO.—The Chi- 
cago Tribune of the 2d inst. says: ‘The receiving and 
delivery departments of the Western Union returned yes- 
terday to their old quarters in the Union Building, but the 
operators will not take possession of the top story before 
the 15th of next month. The operating room) is to be 
changed materially, all the old partitions being dispensed 
with, thus giving more space. Convenience will be the 
feature of the new arrangement, both as to wires and 
switch-boards, and quite a number of little but important 
changes will be made.” 

BIDDING FOR CHICAGO QUOTATIONS.—President Hobbs, 
of the Chicago Board of Trade, said on Wednesday that 
the proposition of the Western Union Company to pay 
$10,000 a year for quotations had been informally consid- 
ered, but would hardly be accepted, as a Minneapolis bus- 
ness man stands ready to pay $4,000 for the exclusive use 














of quotations in that city alone. It is rumored that the 
telegraph company is willing to handle the quotations, 
dividing the income with the board and delivering the quo- 
tations only to those to whom the board desires to have 
them go. 

Miss Appie F. TURNER, for ten years manager of the 
Western Union office at Lynn, Mass., and previously for 
many years operator at the State Capitol, Augusta, Maine, 
is now engaged as operator at the Newport (R. I.) office. 
The strike proved a bitter experiment for Miss Turner. 
When it begun she did not belong to the brotherhood, but 
was prevailed upon by the strikers and joined. A few 
days after she regretted her action, but Supt. Roche would 
not give her a position. She is now at work on the New 
York division, outside of Supt. Roche’s jurisdiction, 


A WILD WESTERN OPERATOR’S PRANKS.—At Lawrence, 
Kansas, on Sept. 22, the police arrested a young man 
named Elon Matteson, a telegraph operator, for larceny. 
Next day he set fire to the city prison, hoping in the con- 
fusion to escape. The fire was extinguished, but not until 
considerable damage was dune. Letters in his possession 
indicated that he had committed some serious offense 
elsewhere, and that he was a fugitive from justice. A tel- 
egram received later from Supt. Dickey, at Omaha, states 
that Matteson is a defaulter to the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, and also the Burlington, Missouri & Ne- 
braska Railway, 


PostaL TELEGRAPHS.—A number of reports have been 
printed recently asserting that the Postmaster-General will 
recommend postal telegraphs, increased letter weight, a 
reduced local letter rate and other reforms in his annual” 
message. Mr. Gresham said, when asked whether these 
reports were true, that he had not yet had time to 
think wbat he would recommend ; that he had had no 
opportunity to work upon his annual report ; that he had 
not begun it yet or decided what he would put init, but 
hoped to find an early chance to consider the many sug- 
gestions made to him by men of greater experience than 
himself in the postal service. 


THE NEW BANKERS & MERCHANtS’ Co.—The New 
Bankers’ & Merchants’ Telegraph Company last week filed 
its certificate of incorporation under the Connecticut laws at 
the office of the Secretary of State in Hartford, stipulating 
‘*to maintain one or more lines of telegraph in and across 
the State and elsewhere.” The corporation has its legal 
location in Hartford, and its capital of $20,000, in shares of 
$100 each, is certified to be paid in cash. 
to the stock, and the number of shares taken by each, are 
Anthony William Dimock, of New York City, 10 shares ; 
William W. Maris, of Philadelphia, 10 shares; J. Heron 
Crossman, of New York City, 10 shares; Garret 8S. Mott, 
of Philadelphia, 10 shares, and Jeremy G. Case, of New 
York, 160 shares. 


TOPEKA, Kansas.—We live by change. 
we would not live; we would merely exist. Of the ‘Big 
4,” only F, N. Fulton works the key in ‘“H.” Mr. ©, A, 
Johnson is taking a vacation. He is relieved by Mr. 
Roper, a Brotherhood man from Kansas City. Mr. E. A. 
Bliss has retired from the biz. and is now assistant 
post master at Argenta, Ark., his home. Mr. F. C. Lacey, 
(M. W. 2828) has entered the newspaper field, and will soon 
give us an anti-monopoly paper. Mr. Lacey has more 
than ordinary ability in that direction, and we hope all 
who sympathize with the cause will do allin their power 
to make it a success. It’s anill wind blows nobody good. 

Max. 


If we did not, 


OBITUARY Note.—The death is announced of Mr. Wm. 
F. Bonnell, on Sept. 9, at the home of his brother-in-law, 
Mr. Monroe Simpson, Kearney, Neb. Mr. Bonnell, who 
was only 37 years of age, was a well-known operator in the 
Western Union office in Cincinnati. One day a brother 
operator kicked him in play, and the wound resulting 
developed into a fistula, which troubled him for a great 
many years. Sometimes he became better, sometimes 
worse, until he came to New York and consulted an 
eminent physician here. While in New York he worked 
part of the day as an operator. He returned to the West 
in renewed health, but the recovery was only temporary. 
He fell sick once more and went to his brother-in-law’s to 
die. His death is deeply regretted by a large number of 
old friends and acquaintances. 


A REMINDER OF THE STRIKE.—In Chicago, on Sept. 28, 
the attorneys for the Western Union Telegraph Company 
made a motion to dismiss the suit recently brought against 
it by Emil Hertz, of London, because no declaration had 
yet been filed, two terms having elapsed since the suit was 
begun. This action was begun during the late telegraph 
strike. Mr. Hertz offered at the company’s office in 
Chicago a cable message which related to some business of 
importance. The company refused to receive it unless 
indorsed ‘‘ subject to delay.” Mr. Hertz refused to agree 
to this, and soon after brought suit to recover for the loss 
caused by his inability to have the message sent. The 
attorney for the plaintiff says that it is not the intention oi 
his client to let the case drop; another suit cannot be be- 
gun at this moment, insomuch as Mr. Hertz is in England, 
but as soon as he gets back hostilities will be recommenced. 


THE WONDERFUL TEXAS CHILD OPERATOR AGAIN.—The 
Dublin (Erath County, Tex.) Enterprise says: ‘‘We had 
the pleasure, Monday, of meeting and witnessing the ex- 
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pertness of Miss Brown, the infant telegrapher of the 
world. She is only.six years old, and is certainly one of 
the greatest wonders of her age. Her father, who will prob- 
ably rank as an average operator, is much her inferior as to 
ability in distinguishing the sound and the rapidity with 
which she does it: She has just received a second reader, 
and, seated on one side of the table on which were ar- 
ranged the instruments, her father seated himself at the 
key and wrote from the book one page of reading matter, 
at the rate of thirty to thirty-five words a minute, and the 
little marvel succeeded in getting the entire page without 
making a single break, her father seeming determined to 
send faster than she could take, but, with the greatest 
speed he could send, failed to do so. But it was a great 
cruelty to tax a 6-year-old child in that way.” 


DELAYING A MessaGE.—In the case of the Gulf, Western 
Texas & Pacific Railway Company vs. Levy, decided 
lately by the Texas Supreme Court, it appeared that the 
appellee’s son, being at a distance from home and in great 
need of money, delivered to the appellant for transmission 
to appellee a telegram setting forth his need and the fact 
that his wife and child were dead, and requesting appellee 
to come immediately to his assistance. A delay occurred 
in the delivery of the telegram, in consequence of which 
appellee’s son was put to great inconvenience and distress. 
The appellee, upon this state of facts, brought suit against 
the company for damages for the disappointment and 
grief suffered by him in consequence of the delay in the 
delivery of his son’s telegram. The appellee recovered 
judgment in the trial court. This, however, was reversed 
on appeal by the Supreme Court, which held that mental 
suffering alone does not constitute such character of injury 
as will entitle a person to damages in an action against a 
telegraph company based on negligence in not delivering 
a telegram. 


WESTERN UNION CHARGED WITH TAPPING A WIRE.—The 
quarrel between the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Railroad 
Company and the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
which we have referred to elsewhere, has led to a serious 
charge against the latter company. A Fort Worth (Texas) 
special of the 4th inst. says: ‘‘ Deputy United States 
marshals and officials of the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe are 
trying to discover and arrest the employés of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company for tapping their line from 
Cleburne to Dallas on Tuesday night. Important messages 
were passing over the wire from Oscar G. Murray and J, 
H. Crowley, in Galveston, to officers and attorneys of the 
road in Dallas, in regard to opening the injunction asked 
by the Western Union to restrain the Santa Fe from using 
the hastily-constructed wire. The Western Union gave 
orders and sent experts to tap the wire, who selected a point 
five miles from Cleburne, where they cut the wire and in- 
serted a brass cut-in, from which they ran a fine wire to 
small timber near by, where the instrument was placed, 
and business and messages of the Santa Fe were made known 
to the Western Union Company. Morgan Jones, just back 
from Galveston, says the Sante Fe consider this action 
felonious, punishable by confinement in the penitentiary. 
It is thought the operator is known and will be arrested. 
Your correspondent has it from good authority that should 
Jay Gould enter the State a warrant for the offense would 
be served on him.” 





_ New York City Items, 


Echoes from 195. 





Mr. John Coady is now operating in Detroit. 

Mr. Gardner Irving is now a traffic chief in 195. 

Miss Minnie Donnellon has resumed work in 195. 

Mr. E. F. Cummings has returned from his wedding 
trip. 

Mr. William Clum is with the Bankers’ & Merchants’ 
Company. 

Mr. R. B. Waycott is now chief operator of the cable 
department. 

Mr. John Turnan is again working in the main office. 
on the night trick. : 

Mr. John Agne has resigned to accept a position with a 
Rochester manufacturing firm. 

Mr. C. E. Bridgman, formerly of Saratoga, N. Y., is now 
working in 195, on the Boston quad. 

Mr. William Blanchard, night Washington printing op- 
erator, is absent on a ten days’ vacation. 


Mr. J. W. Moreland is still operating in New Mexico, 
and his health continues about the same. 


Mr. P. J. Morrison, late of 195, is a candidate for the 
Third Assembly District, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


It is expected that the Wheatstone circuit to New Or- 
leans will be started about the middle of this month, 


Mr. William Gibson, formerly of Montreal, has been 
transferred from the main office to the Stock Exchange. 


Chief Operators F. W. Baldwin and J. W. McLaren were 
presented with sons on the 30th ult. and Ist inst. respec- 
tively. ; 

Some of the employés in 195 reside so far from the office 
that four hours are consumed daily in traveling to and 
from it, 
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Mr. G. B. Pennock, formerly of 195, is now electrician for 
the Goebel Sectional Electric Underground Company of 
Camden, N. J. 

Mr. D. B. Mitchell, assistant Southern chief, is spending 
a month on his father’s farm, the home of his boyhood, 
near Barrie, Ont. 

The Telegraphers’ Chess Club of New York city began 
its regular winter meetings, in room 57, W. U. building, 
last Tuesday evening. 

Mr. F. R. Kasper is at present working the race-track 
wire in Louisville, Ky. He next intends going to the 
Memphis track, and thence to the Louisville races. 

Mr. R. H. Morris had an adventure with bunko men last 
week, they mistaking him for Eph. W. Baldwin, of Weeds- 
port, N. Y. Mr. Morris succeeded in convincing them of 
their error. 

Mr. James Doherty, a well-known young operator of 
195, died, of brain fever, at his residence, 1058 Avenue A, 
New York City, on the evening of Wednesday, the 8th 
inst., after a three weeks’ illness. 

Mr. George Dunn has returned from Syracuse, where he 
had been suddenly called to attend the funeral of his 
brother, Mr. John Dunn, one of the engineers killed in the 
recent railroad accident near Syracuse. 

Mr. B. F. Herrington, formerly of 145 Broadway, at 
present in Yorkville, Ill., recently received a pension of 
$870 from the U. 8. Government on account of impaired 
health, contracted while he was serving in the U. S. Mili- 
tary Telegraph Corps. 


Mr. George A. House, for 13 years manager of Cohoes, 
N. Y., office, called into 195 last week to see several of his 
old friends. Mr. House has resigned his position with the 
Western Union, to accept the resident agency, at Cohoes 
of the large cotton and wool house of 8, M. Blarsdell, Jr., 
& Co., of Chicopee, Mass. 

A large party gathered at the residence of Mr. 8. Bogart, 
wire chief of New York and vicinity, Saturday evening, 
the 6th inst., ostensibly as a simple reunion of friends, but 
after the guests had been assembled for some time Mr. Bo- 
gart was requested to step forward, whereupon Mr. S. 
Dougherty, of 195, on behalf of the friends of Mr. Bogart, 
presented him, as a slight mark of their regard, with a 
valuable gold watch and chain. 

The watch bears the following inscription: ‘‘ Presented 
to Mr. 8. 8. Bogart, by his friends of the Western Union 
Telegraph Co., Oct. 6, 1883.” Mr. Bogart acknowledged 
the compliment in suitable terms, and festivities were 
prolonged to a late hour. 

Mr. John Brant enjoyed a visit last week from his 
cousin, Mr. W. B. Sprague, whom he has not seen for 30 
years. Mr. Sprague has been employed for many years as 
a locomotive engineer in California and Mexico, and is now 
on his way to China to fulfill an engagement in the same 
capacity at a salary of $200a month. Messrs. Brant and 
Sprague would like to hear from their cousins, the brothers 
Silvernail, who 13 years ago were operators in Colorado. 

The annual ball of the New York Telegraphers will take 
place on the evening of Friday, Nov. 23d, in Tammany 
Hall. The Committee of Arrangements consists of Messrs. 





M. J. Fitzpatrick, A. P. Kranshaar and C, M. Fulton. 
Complimentary invitations have been sent to all the 
officials of the company, several of whom have already 
expressed the intention to be present. The Committee 
and all concerned will spare no efforts to make affair a 
grand success. 











Business Notice 





BEATTY’s GREAT ENTERPRISE—AN ORGAN EVERY FIVE 
MINUTES.—We are reliably informed that Daniel F. Beatty, 
the enterprising organ builder of Washington, New Jersey, 
is now ,finishing a completed instrument every five (5) 
minutes, and that there are 5,000 constantly in process of 
manufacture in his great works. Read his new advertise- 
ment in this issue carefully, and order an organ without 
delay if you desire to secure the lowest limited time price 
of only $49.75. 

The Moule Earth Closet, for sale at Meyer’s Sanitary 
Depot, 94 Beekman street, is advertised in this issue. The 
many commendable features connected with this useful 
article of furniture commends it to all who reside or are 
| engaged in business pursuits in buildings that do not con- 
| tain sufficient sanitary improvements. The Moule Earth 
| Closet has been in use sixteen years. It is claimed to be the 
best, and is highly recommended by prominent men 
| eatdaghous the country. Descriptive circulars and price 





ist will be sent on application. 








CRYING FOR AID. | 


Loss of Appetite, Headache, Depres- 
sion, Indigestion and Constipation, Bil- 
iousness, a Sallow Face, Dull Eyes, and 
a Blotched Skin, are among the symptoms 
which indicate that the Liver is crying for York. 


cards, e 


increase your pay. not , 
by striking, but by sel- 
ling the best and cheap- | 


est Liquid Rubber Paint in the world.. : 
body uses paint. We deliver it at factory prices 
to any yer’ of the United States. For color, 
ic., address, namin 

SOLL PAINT WORKS, 7 





Every- 


a burden to so many people, 
this paper, INGER- 


Fulton Street, New consequently feeble. If you 





Ayer’s Pills PERFORATE 


Thousands of 

will stimulate the Liver to proper action, 
and correct all these troubles. One or more 
of these Pills should be taken daily, until 
health is fully established. Thousands tes- 
tify to their great merit. 

No family can afford to be without AYER’s 
PILLS. 


ble patterns o 
order. 


tion. Fine Paper, good designs, good test, dura- 


Send for circulars. Try and you will be 
convinced. I will send a trial package (value 
$2) for one dollar, with instruction. . 
name and address correctly to A. BERNARD, 
401 Canal Street, New York. 


D STAMPING PATTERNS 


letters on hand proving satisfac- 


from such feelings, 


any styles on hand or made to 
Send your 


SARSAPARILLA, 





PREPARED BY 


Dr. J.C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass. 


Sold by all Druggists. 
dai year it printed 


“IN SENDING 


For circulars or ordering goods | or ¢6,50 a year 


THE SUN now 





i H ‘ls | WEEKLY es), } ; 
advertised in these columns, rea‘ " 8 pages) PE er New York City. 


ers will oblige both the Publisher 


THE SUN. °Y"S fattntto” 


than that of any other American newspaper. Last 

55,536,030 copies of its several edi- nae? ho 

tions. People of all conditions of life and all waysof 

thinking buy and read and like THE SUN. Sub- : 

scription: DaILy (4 pages), by mail, 55¢c, a month, Writing thoroughly taught by mail. Terms low, 
, 


PREPARED BY 


has a circulation very much las ger 


Bi weariness, of 


exhaustion without effort, which makes life 


fact that the blood is poor, and the vitality 


Ayer’s Sarsaparilla 


is just what you need, and will do you ineal- | PE \ k ; RIAN 
culable good. 
No other preparation so concentrates and WRITING FLUID 
| ill not corrode nor oxidize 


combines blood-purifying, vitalizing, enrich- 
ing, and invigorating qualities as AYER’S 


Dr. J.C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass. 


Sold by all Druggists ; $1, six bottles for $5. 


SHORTHAND 


The distress- 


#100 A MONTH AND 
$2 OUTFIT FREE. 


AGENTS WANTED in every State to collect 
and forward small pictures to copied and en- 
larged to a beautiful oil painting. The biggest 
thing out. Send for circulars, etc. Restorative 
Copying Co. Addresss N. WINSLOW & CO., 
278 Bowery, New York. 


is due to the 


are suffering 
















Steel Pens. Send for price of 





quart bottle, delivered ex- 
press paid. 


| 
| 
| ivison, Blakeman, Taylor & Co., N. Y. 





DINING ROOM. 


I would respectfully inform my telegraphic 


unDAY (§ pages), $1.20 peryear; | best system; thorough instruction; satisfaction | friends and associates that J have opened a 


| guaranteed. Send stamp for s 
|} ing and circular. 





and the Advertiser by mentioning 





that them saw the ady: Heement he 
pening Pomere Poi 
EVERYTHING t» do 


Relating to ELECTRICITY for sale, and Electrical | made. How to! 
work done. J. F. FAIRMAN, Cooper Union, N. Y. 





e Our Book on Needle- 
work Bivee full and 
intelligent instruc- 

B tions in the art of 


diagrams showing how the stitches are | 
made, How to knit and crochet window and mantel Lam- 
brequins, with cotton twine, also to crochet and knit Babys? 


cimen of writ- 


crepher, Pieeburgh, Pa n>’ $8") RESTAURANT AND DINING ROOM 





SHORT-HAND BY MAIL! 


nt, Honiton and Macrame Lace, alsohow | LIFE SCHOLARSHIPS AND ALL MATERIALsg. 
ensington, Arasene, and all other kinds of | 5 SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 
Situations procured for com 


| Send 10 cents for specimens and terms. 


At 58 Chatham Street, 


Near Sweeney’s Hotel, 
where the best of meals can always be found. 
No expense has been spared to make it 
A First-Class Restaurant. 


tect writers. 
R. B. 


Telegraph and Electrical 


Medical Batteries, Inventors Models, Experi- 
mental Work, and fine brass castings. Send for 
catalogue C, E. JONES & BRO. Cincinnati O 
Mention this paper to insure reply. 


Bell Telephone Stocks 


Bought and sold by J. 0. SHIRAS, 
No. 11 West Third Street, Cincinnati, 0. 


MONEY LOANED ON TELEPHONE STOCK. 


French Batte 
for the cure oF 
Rheumatism, | 
Neuraigin & | 
ervousness. Send f 


or circnlar. 
Cc, E, JONES & BRO., Cincianati, Ohie 
Mention this paper to insure reply. 


rer / SPECIAL O R,—On receipt of this ad- 

» me Vertisement and enty-five Cents, we -will 

=@ forward Boriess id, one of our elegant 

Gents' So old mt Jaitiol Sea " 

similiar to illustration. These beautif: - 
length; three inches—present a rich and stylish 
are also worn by Ladi a 
















appearance, snd Ww y les in | 
of Lace Pins. Any I furnished. Ad : 
GANSIDE & CU., Mig: Jewelers, 380 Broadway, N.Y 





READER! 


If you, or a friend of yours, are in 
want of an ARTIFICIAL LIMB 
that cannot be excelled for strength, 
durability and lightness, send to the 
undersigned for descriptive catalogue. 
Twenty years’ experience in manu- 

facturing the celebrated “ Bly’s” Patent Artifi- 
cial Limbs. W. J. STICK successor to Dr. 
Douglas Bly, 658 Broadway, New York. 


JOHN DVD. LENNON 
>a MANUFACTURER OF 
—_— 


ALL KINDS OF 
MEDALS 
BADGES and 


PINS. 
GOLD AND SIL- 
VER BANGLES 

ENGRAVED. 


Telegraphers’ Work 
a Specialty. 


142 Fulton St., 
New York, 














Sacks, Mittens, sane and fifty other useful articles. How 
to make Tattin, Rugs, &c, Profusely illustrated. Price 
33 cents; Four for $1. oo. ; 
tamping Outfit of 16 full size, Perforated Patterns, Pow- 
der Distributing Pad, Instructions &c., 6O Cents. 
Address Patten Pub. Co. 47 Barclay St. N. Y. 





Saree — WANTED TO ADD TO 
their income by selling ‘‘ Moore’s Univer- 
sal Assistant and Complete Mechanic,” a book 
of 1,016 pages, 500 illustrations. Suited to every 
operator, mechanic, farmer, business and profes- 
sional man. Agents wanted, to whom we offer big 
pay and steady work. Just the thing for operators 
to fill in spare time with. Price of book, $2.50 ; 
worth $5 to anybody. For 24-page illustrated 
circular and terms to agents, address OGILVIE 
& CO.,31 Rose Street, New York. Mention 


this paper. 


ARMALINE, 


Noted for its Sure, Speedy and permanent cure of 
TELEGRAPHERS’ CRAMP, 
Or Pen Paralysis. 

No interruption to Business while under Treatment. 

It has been thoroughly tested in a large number of 
cases of many years Sender. which had been pro- 
nounced incurable by physicians, and has effected a 
Permanent Cure. Its great merits are fully attested 
by authentic Testimonials. 

WRITERS’ CRAMP 
Being a local disease of the nerves and muscles, our 
seeneny is locally applied, and is whoijly external and 
nless. 

Pevith the ‘‘ARMALINE” we furnish a non-con- 
conducting Pen-holder and a Medicated Bandage. 

Complete outfit, securely packed, with full direc- 
tions for use, forwarded by Express, on receipt of 
$5. Send for Treatise. 


‘ARMALINE COMPANY, 
P. O. Box 295. Austin, Il. 





CLARKE, Stenographer, 4637-41 Germantown 
Avenue, Station G, Philadelphia, Pa. 








Wanted.—Men, Women, Boys and Girls, can start 

a pow. ane and easy business in their own towns. 

The work can be done quietly at home In daytime 

| or evening—no peddling or traveling necessary— 

| is strictly honorable, and will positively bring in more money 

in 30 days than anythingever advertised. You can easily make 

10c. to $1 an Wour,.or $6 to $15 @ day, ifyou start right. ** The 

Secret Revealed.’’ ‘‘What I want you to do,’ and ONE 

DOZEN Samples to commence work on, by return mail, 
FREE. Send loc. for postage and advertising, and address 

H. G. FAY, Rutland, Vermont. 


SHORT-HAND AND TYPE-WRITING’ 
The Most Practical Place to Learn. 
Lessons by Mail. Send Stamp for Pamphlet 
AGENTS FOR THE TYPE-WRITER, 


KAITE & HUMPHREY, Stenographers and Type -Writers, 
49 Cedar Street, New York. 


A WAY TO IMPROVE YOUR LEISURE 
TIME AND MAKE SOME MONEY. 








Buy a small 
Printing 
Press and 
outfit, and 
solicit orders 
for printing 
from your 
friends. 





THE AMERICAN TYPE COMPANY, 
18 Vesey Street, New York. 
ESTABLISHED 1860. 

Finest Printing Presses (hand and foot power) at 
moderate cost; also Type and every requisite. Send 
10 cents for Catalogue of ses and Type, with 
prices. Book of Instructions, 50 cents. 








My 25 cent dinners cannot be excelled. 
Commutation tickets worth $2.25 sold for $2 
Oysters and Clams a specialty. 
OpEN From 6 A. M. To 10 P. M, 
PERRY CHAMBERLAIN. 


NEw YorK, Sept. 27, 1883, 





NEARLY READY, 
ELECTRICITY 


THEORY AND 
R 


The Elements of Electrical Engineering. 


A Clear Explanation of the Scientific 
Principles and the Practical Ap- 
Plications ot hlectricity, 


Lient. BRADLEY A. FISKE, U.S. 


8vo, Cloth, 180 Illustrations. 
D. VAN NOSTRAND, Publisher, 


23 Murray & 27 Warren Sts, New York. 


Complete Catalogue of Electrical Books 
will be sent to any address on application. 


PRACTICE, 
















THE KERNE 


$1.00. 


Latest Improvement in STYLOGRAPHIC PENS. 






Flexible Air Tube, 


R STYLOGRAPHIC PEN 


$1.00. 


The Pertection of Action. 


Buy no other, the KERNER is the only Le 5 Stylographic Pen made for the money, and challenges comparison with any $5,00 pen in 


the market, Ask your stationer for one, or sen 


THE KERNER STYLOGRAPHIC PEN COMPANY, 
25 BOND STREET, NEW YORK CITY. 
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TELEGRAPHY. | 


Telegraphy. By W.H. Preece, C.E, 
and J. Srvewricnt, M. A. 12mo, cloth, 
161 illustrations. New York, 1876..... $1.50 


Manual of Telegraphy. Designed for 
Beginners. By Prof. J. E. Suira. Six- 
teenth Edition. 8vo, paper, 31 illustra- 
tions. New York............ 


Electro Telegraphy. By FrEpERicx 
8. Bexcuy, Telegraph Engineer. Second 
Edition. 18mo, cloth, 36 illustrations. 
London, 1881........ 


Commercial and Railway Teleg- 
raphy. By J.P. AsernetHy. Second 
Edition, Revised and Enlarged. Cloth. 
Cleveland, O., 1888....... . 


A Hand-Book of the Electro-Mag- 
netic Telegraph. By A. E. Lorna. 
18mo, 26 illustrations, New York, 1878. 
Boards, 50c.; cloth, 75c.; morocco 


Klectricity and the Electric Tele- 
raph. By GrorGe B. Prescott. Fifth 
tion. S8vo, cloth, 564 illustrations. 


eeehe 


Laying and Repairing of Electric 
Telegraph Cables. By Captain V. 
Hosxtar, Royal Danish Engineers. 
i2mo, cloth, 10 diagrams. London, 
EUR) wGb 00 ced Wcreecvednocseecbecad 


A Hand-Book of Practical Teleg- 
raphy. By R, 8. CuLuey. Seventh 
Edition, Revised and Eolarged. §vo, 
cloth, 184 illustrations and numerous 
plates. London, 1878........ .. ee 


A Guide for the Electric Testing 
of Telegraph Cables. By Captain 
V. Hosxtatr, Royal Danish Engineers. 
Second Edition. 12mo, cloth, 10 plates, 
Loiidon, 1879. 

Hand-Book of Electrical Diagrams 
and Connections. By CHARLES H. 
Davis and Frank B. Rar. Second 
Edition. Oblong 8vo, cloth, 32 plates 
and 12 illustrations. New York, 1877.. 


The History and Progress of the 
Klectric Telegraph, with Descrip- 
tions of some of the Apparatus. By 
Ropert Sabine, C. E. Second Edition. 
12mo, cloth, 134 illustrations. New 
it... eenesh enh hee cose egeess 

Electrical Tables and Formule for 
the Use of Telegraph Inspectors 
and Operators. Compiled by Latr- 
MER CLARK and Rospert SasineE. 12mo, 
ET 


A Manual of Telegraph Construc- 
tion: The Mechanical Blements of 
Electric Telegraph Engineering. 
By Joun Curistie Doveias. 12mo, 
cloth, 83 diagrams. London, 1875...... 

Modern Practice of the Electric 
Telegraph. A Hand-book for Electri- 
cians and Operators. By Frank L. 
P6Pe. Eleventh Edition. Enlarged and 
Revised. 8vo, cloth, 70 illustrations. 
New York, 1881 aes 


Instructions for Testing Telegraph 
Lines and the Technical Arrange- 
ments of Offices, By Louis ScHWwEN- 


40 


2.00 
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2.00 


1.25 


2.00 


DLER. Second Authorized Edition. In 
two volumes. 8vo, cloth, with ilustra- 
tions, London, 1880............ feka o 
Hand-Book of the Telegraph. Being 
a Manual of Telegraphy, "Tel ee 
Remembrancer, anti 
pre oye al for Employment in Tele. 
ur 
oe Ae ae Tea Enlarged. ms 


which is ye Questions on M t- 
y and Practical “eg. 
y for the Use of Students. By ¥ 


Electricit or not, will be ee tent forwarded 
to any ofkivess ia 
Newfoundland, ft, ~~ ae 


M or any foreign coun 

in the Universal P ; 

4 pn ‘ostal "Union, postage prepai 
Remittance can 


aan order, draft, registered letter or express. 


W. J. JOHNSTON, Publisher, 
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be made by Posta) Note, Post 
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As to our reliability, Ly 8 any 
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We have secured, at a great sacrifice for cash, the 
balance of the watches manufactured by a celebrated 
Swiss firm, and will dispose of them for hese than the 
would cost to make, as our object is to obtain 100, 000 
new subscribers to our opular illustrated weekly 
newspaper House and Home prior to January 1st. 
We make this unprecedented offer: The watches are 
all stem-winding, perfect time-keepers, and 
are made of the very best material. They are highly 
finished, open faced, rock crystal back and front, have 
jeweled movements, and are fit alike for the mil- 
ionaire or the mechanic. We will send one of these 
elegant 5 pe ae which will sell readily for $8 
or $10 for only $ and in addition will 
send House ba | Home, the popular 
ane ure-toned Illustrated Weekly free for 18 weeks. 
PORTANT ! 7ijis advertisement will ap- 
pear but ONCE. We could not make this unprecedent- 
ed offer were it not for the fact that we bought the 
watches at one quarter their actual value. The watches 
were purchased specially to go with House and 
Home, On receipt of 50 cents extra we will send 
our new and elegant watch-chain, with a Whistle 
Charm and Dog Call Attachment—just the 
thing for hunters and sporting men. 
—We will send to any one a Watch 
Free who will get up a Club of Ten Subscribers and 
send us $86, Address 


HOUSE & HOME PUB'G, 00., 252 Broadway, N. Y. 


What the Public Think! 


Received HOUSE AND HOME and your splendid 
Watch. Thanks. Success to your enterprise, 
C, CRAW, Cowles, Webster Co., Ned. 
Will send you more subscribers to HOUSE AND 
HOME. Itis very intercsting. and your prize Watch 
keeps good time. C. E. WARSING, Greenville, Va. 
Received Paper and Watch. Like them much. Was 
offered $10 for we! don't want to sell. 
. GOODWIN, Waverly, Pa. 
The Premium “eieech arrived. It keeps time as 
good as one that costs $50. 
JOHN BEEKMAN, Jr.,New Brunswick, N, ¥. 
Testimonials like this received ico day. 
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IN MELODIOUS ubtio| 
. NEW MUSIC AND , usi¢ 
ORCAN FOR 
ae 6 = Million. CL 0 the LA Ad 
oO e 8 eof nf Roce ever offered to 
WITHOUT QUESTION THE d Mast 2 t ffered t 
lovers of music. Its music is sweet, 
Great Best and Grandest wapresstye, melodious ;and any tune may 
8 pegmyes oe - a is =~ rte | 
3 7 and most perfect instrument ofthe kin 
MUSICAL COMBINATION in the world. A hilt, of engmeican 
' Hearn to play a tune in a Very short time. 
SureE CYTES » [It does not make ony d\ferenes vineibor 
: lyou have any knowledge of music or not. 
"V abl Premiums Seni FREE to Sent Free for $1.00 he music--One Hundred of the best and 
7 most lar, are vent with each Organ. 
All ..t We publish @ splendid Literary, and Farm, 0 and Airywhere in the United States. a, | In order tointroduce ‘bielpetrament to 
o page Rai Dotogs ene An ear Offer. = all parts where its purity and sweetness 
, Rope "Gardens storie Unh a of eer — f cee will be appreciated, ve eee 
pod L lowi EEDINGLY LIBERAL ovrEn.: F Dollar we wil!serd not only the instrumen 
news hs Pataieo i slao ss + ie Ble » the eae musicof one enared a Coy yA ular comic and sentimental ever 
toe iD items, ete, Sh is pba full of Taluable infur- We shame conan Lovesick Maidens, Listen to the. Mocking Coming Thro’ the aye. How can £ 
and ainusement for every member of the family, and is Bright Light, Willow Willow Wally, Nancy Lee, Heart Bowed Down. Sweet Hour of 
eg Ae ot Seown. Wishing $0 inteotase the poper Hood Thee saiorn and ninety others. Bear in mind these are not cheap penny ballads, but every note 
it b- not already known, we now make the the orginal +8, that would cost from 80c to50centseach This music in sheet form would cost 
afer: ote receipt kg Be em A ap emand ‘an RIOLA is enormous and unprecedented, order now. 
pe subi Music F eet EM a8 gt 1s our Motto; and fmdications are that millions will new enjoy 
“ no t possession of high- -priced instruments. For One Dollar you 
Fee HSA HS thes Souee ytunes re that eal be played npon one of those expensive Instruments. The CLARIOLA a 
expression to the spirit of the composer, where More pretentiotts instruments fail. Thousands of Sones wi : 6 
; comes in pect ity and rapidly made to the agent who first enters the fold selling this eh charming wee rapidly comes Musica - ove’ ty 
leather. @imm & 4 Now is thetime to get intoa good paying business. Th LA selis itsel It is wellmade, e mp y 
balt "Esation oral ings finished, and one tune played by the agent willsella scoreofthem. Thisisnohumbug. W @ have been establishe are 
. P very durable for years and cannot afford to offer more than we - honestly fulfill. Werefer to any publisher in New York, toal 
ut , Of new and stylish pattern. 4. Pocket Slate of whom we are well known, OUR FER :—Send One Dollarfor the Organ and Music by, mail, and if j 
emorandum with six pages and pencil, bound in ou are not iectly eatiefied. you will return thou at once we will cheerfully refund the money, wo by mail 
pee co on Des caves. Ws eneey aetiing SF member, One Hundred Selections of music go with each organ. Write to head-quarters. Send for agents © 
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HOTEL AND HOUSE 


ANNUNCIATORS. 


Our Annunciators, 
both for houses and 
hotels, are after the 
French pattern. 


Address PRATT & CO, 27 Park Place, New York, 








They are elegant in 
| design, style and 
finish, and the drops 
check back by elec- 
| tricity, which make 
them very much 
preferable to any 
other style that is in 
use. 


We are having a 
very large sale of 
these Annunciatorst 
from the fact that 
all who use them 
once will use no other 
style afterward. 


Our prices are ex- 
tremely low. 
Electric Bell Sup- 
plies, Burglar Alarm 
Supplies, Electric 
Light Supplies, Tele- 
graph Supplies, Tele- 
phone Supplies, Elec- 
Lighting 
Medical 
Watch 


tric Gas 
Apparatus, 
Batteries, 


Clocks. 





SERBROWN. ; 


We keep instock a complete assortment of the above goods, which we claim, for quality 
and price, cannot be excelled. 
Send for illustrated catalogue. 


BOSTON ELECTRIC COMPANY, 
spot MASE NOTED Sie eee 








| 


L ANTI - STYLOGRAPHIC PEN 


Is Not a S§tylograph or Point Writer, BUT A TRUE PEN. 


SEND FOR CIRCULAR. 
THOMAS DE LA RUE & CO., 





SOLD BY ALL STATIONERS. $1. 


NO. Ss BOND sT., NEW YORK. 
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i American 





No. 9 Murray Street, New 


York. 


AUTHORIZED MANUFACTURERS AND LICENSEES OF 


STANDARD ELECTRICAL WORKS, 


ANUFACTURERS OF AND DEALERS IN 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE INSTRUMENTS AND SUPPLIES. 


| Close Prices Made on Line Wire, Cross Arms, Brackets, Pins, Insulators and Batteries 


IN LARGE LOTS. 


Bell Telephone Company. 


pg Exclusive Makers Post’s Magneto Bells, Switch-Boards, and all Kinds of Telephonic Apparatus. 


SEND FOR CATALOGUE AND QUOTATIONS. 


-_ STANDARD BLECTRICAL WORES 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, U.S A. 


4s 


OctToser 15, 1883. 


nm 
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- IN WRITING TO ADVERTISERS 


Always mention that you saw their advertisements 


in 
vi ADIES! 
SN AN ESCO 
Now’s your time t t 
u Orders for our CELEBEA, 
TED TEAS and COFFEES, and 
secure & beautt u MOSS 
ROSE or GOLD-BAND CHINA TEA-SET 
44 pieces), our own importation, One of these beauti- 
1 china sets given away to the party sending an order 
for $25. Thisis the greatest inducement ever offered. 
Send in your orders and enjoy a cup of GOOD TEA 
or COFFEE and at the same time procure a HAND- 
SOME CHINA TEA-SET. No humbug. Good Teas, 
30c., 35., and 40c. per Ib. Excellent Teas, 50c. and 60c. 
and very best from 65c. to 90c. We are the oldest and 
sarmeet ea Company in the business, By nda, ony oom 
ef our house requires no comment, € y = 
rted some very fine WHITE GRANITE DINNER 
RETS, (115 pieces), which we give away with Tea and 
Coffee orders of $40 and upwards. For full particulars, 


Address THE GREAT AMERICAN TEA GO. 


®. O. Bex 289. 31 and 33 Vesey St., NewYork, 
For Men, Women and Children. 


How TO GET STRONG 
ind HOW TO STAY 80 


is a volume that should be in the hands of every 
body that places a proper value upon health, and 
the most practical way of obtaining and preserving 


"" cmpe First Wealth is Health.” —sssxnsow. 


Simple Exercises for any given part or for th« 
whole body, within the reach of all. No costly 
apparatus needed, 


296 Pages, Il:ustrated, Cloth, $1.00. 
Mailed postage paid, on receipt of price. 
J. W. ENCLISH, Gen’! ‘gent, 


515 Broadway, New York. 


READY SHORTLY. 
ELECTRICITY, MAGNETISM AND 
ELECTRO-TELEGRAPHY. 


A Practical Guide for Students, Operators and 
Inspectors, by 
THOMAS D. LOCKWOOD, 
With 158 Illustrations. 


D. VAN NOSTRAND, 


Publisher, 23 Murray and 27 Warren Sts., N. Y. 


Complete Catalogue of Electrical Works will 
be sent to any address on application. 














































Moule’s Earth Closet, + 1 amed in use and 
e st. 
JUST THE THING FOR TELEGRAPH OFFICES. 
MYERS’ SANITARY DEPOT, 
94 Beekman Street, New York. 
ONLY ONE DOLLAR. 
JEWEL’ CLUSTER 


RIN 





hE DUE eof these at 
$1.00 each, with a pair of patent coll ons 
thrown into the bargain, ON CONDITION that you 
will send us the names of at least TEN of your friends 
who may likely prove our customers, and to whom we 
will sendour MA MOTH CATALOGUE. 
The GOOD LUCK and JEWEL CLUSTER rings 
are solid rolled gold rings, handsomely set with various 
colored stones, as above mentioned. 
The HALF-ROUND and BUCKLE rings are solid 
rolled rae ee or engraved, as desired. 

CUT OUT this advertisement and send it with your 
order, and mark the ring you select so we may make 
no mistake. Send measure of your finger also, 

_ANY INITIALS you desire will be engraved in these 
rings free of cost. 

Send money by registered letter, P, O. Order, or by 
mail. Address, K. CrRUuGER, Successor to 
G. W. PETTIBONE & CO., 

26 Maiden Lane, New York. 


LLED.GOLDJEWE 
oN. $1So Lh 





Telegraph pe Electrical 


Medical Batteries, PI zrs Models, Experi- 
mental Work, and fine brass castings. Send for 
catalogue C. E. JONES & BRO. Cincinnati 0 
paper to imsure reply. 







Send for circular, 


nue this paper to insure reply. 








‘Gisaise" 


E, JONES & BRO., Ciucianati, Ohio 
















orn Siweren 





MOST peauTIFUL (ee 
REVOLVER IN THE WORLD 


‘A $10 REVOLVER FOR ONLY $2.50 Wy «- 


e above cut is about If size and represente our new and miost elegant Revolver in the world, 
“ THE SILVER ga. 2O Re Mlusuetion con anew the beauty of this Revolver, as ft is impossfble to 


t its beautiful combination of SILVER and KEL, ‘The barrel and frame are 

NICKE Pp ATED the cylinder ILVER, GOLO 5 AW os and the handleis SILVER 

whole Revolver ie engraved and orvamented in the most elegant manner, and is 

simply beautiful iaiy te ab te 810. 1 = can yo but eg te - ree ens oe on 
it ilg readil ., ithasan o ce] 1 e inder, wi 

Gr MeRPE Mn et coi iif itae ne ine SC elle sett oes 

exactly DE a ena 
RUSBIAR LMP, Belt Vee ures the extra long cartridge, ani for accurate shooting cannot be 
lied. W: its sh 6 qanlities eau te oN 


tee its shoot TH & Ww N or COLT, andif you 
are not more than pleased with it, we will REFUND OK, SON Ee We purchased 


these Revolvers at one-half cost, and it will be a long time before you will be able to procure 





r euch gs Thies Revolve 
must be seen to be appreciated. It is the first 32 GALIBRE REVOLVER ever made with Bilver Hancle, Gold-P!ated Cylin- 
spec 


This Revolver 


der, Niekel Frame and Barre! 
i the tallest tree 


will bring down a squirrel 


Ree Hevolver 


WANDBLE. 














r 


ial terror of Tramps, BURGLARS and HIGHWAYMEN, and 


or “ rtridze from % F ’ 
ONE REVOLVER FREE. “yz 3% curs isend vo 81¢ 100) we wil seid youth extra Revolver 


€ us i 
for your trouble, and also send a Box of Cartuden fo with each one. his er holds good til DEC. ist; 
ONLY, avd in no case will we sell one for less than $3. Those who desire to speculate wili have no trouble in -elling tui 
by 


ae for — 35-90 to. $! OO. Send money ffice Order, Postal Note o" Registered Letter at ou 


8 
r 








Contains 1,000 ENGRAVINGS and AGES MORE 
than any other book of the kind ever published. 
This usetul and elegant volume is a Library and Encyclopedia of general 
knowledge, as well as the best Dictionary in the world. Superbly bound in 
cloth and gilt. No pocket affair, butalarge volume. It contains every useful 
# word in the English language, with its true meaning, derivation, spelling and 
pronunciation, and a vast amount of absolutely necessary information upon 
Science, Mythology, Blography, American History, insolvent land and interest 
laws, etc., belng a t Library of Reference, Webster's Dic 
@ationary costs $9.00 and the New American Dictionary costs only $42.00. 


Read what the Press Says: 
mH 6** We have never seen its equal, either in price. finish or contents.’’—THI 
Re ADVOCATR. ‘** Wortl? cen times the money.’’—-TRIBUNE AND FARMER. ‘A 
h teenie pamence lg and library ofreference.’’-—LESLIZ ILL’D News. ‘* We have 
Mm frequent occaston to use the New American Dictionary in our office and regard 
My it well worth the price.*\—Curistisan Union. ‘ With the New American Dic- 
i tidnary in the library for reference, many other much more expensive works 
“te can be dispensed with, and ignorance of his country, history, business, law, 
mm etc.,isinexcusable in any man.”’—SCUENTIFIC AMERICAN. 


Note the price ${.O00 post paid; Two Copies for $1 +75. 
Extraordinary Offer. Ifany person will getupa 


Club of Ten at $8. each 


© ARMS CoO., Fast pitige Order, Postal Note seit: 
The New American Dictionary only $1.00 
ZA 100 PA 





















Fora 







we Bian ot 44 as apremium the American Waterbury Stem Winding watch 
fubots 

Fora g we send free, a Lady's Solid Gold Hunting Case Watch. 

Pora we will send free, Gents’ Solid Gold Hunting Case Watch. 


lub of 
ltubof 

end a dollar at onee for asample copy. You can easily secure one of these 

watches in a day or two or during your leisure time evenings. Address, 


World M’f’g Co., 122 Nassau Street, New York. 
THIS SPENDID COIN SILVER HUNTING CASE 


WATCH FREE 


ro any person who will NEW AMERICAN 
end us an order for ~ 
3 DICTIONARIES, 
At One Dollar Each. 
Any person can readily secure Fif- 
teen subscribersin one or two hours 
orinasingleevening. If you want 
a good Solid Coin Silver Watch 
and wanito get it Without 
Money you can easily do so. Send 
One ollar for « sample copy of 
the New American Diction- 
ary and see how easy you can get 
up a club of Fifteen. 
; > WHAT AGENTS SAY: 
| obtained 14 subscribers in as many minutes. Rost. H. Woop, 
office of the Auditor of the Treasury P, O. Department, Wash 
ington, D. C.—I secured 30 subscribers in one afternoon. 
Miss Laura Coil, Annapolis, Mo —Sold my Premium Silver 









8 willsend free, a Solid Silver Hunting Case Watch. 


: Watch for $18, A. B. Gerken, Florence, Mo. 
registered letter or Post Office Money Order. 





48 Pagell 


Watches, Accordeons, Violins, Organettes, Magic Lanterns 














0. K. INSTRUMEN 


~ woe 4 


No, 2.0. K, SounpgEas. 


No. 20. K, Kxy 


The above Key is a perfect working key, 
and has pure platinum points, Finished 
Brass Lever and Rubber Knobs. Price, 
$1.45, C. O. D., subject to inspection. 

These are no Toy Instruments. We guarantee them to work well where any Key o 
will work. Both Key and Sounder lever are brass and nicely finished. 


The above Sounder is warranted te 


privilege to examine before paying for it. 


battery, 1 Ib. vitriol, 15 ft. office wire, ete., all nicely packed and sent C. O. D., $4 
privilege to examine before paying for them. 

If you want cheaper instruments, send 3 ceut stamp, for our reduced price list. 
all orders the same day we receive them. Address, mentioning THE OPERATOR, 


| A. B. LYMAN & CO., 
'36 SOUTH WATER STREET - 





Catalogue of Guns, Sélf-cocking Revolvers, Telescopes, Sp) 


Send money by 


lustrated 
y Glasses 
, &c free 


WORLD MANUF'G CO,, 122 Nassau Street, New York. 
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work we 


where any sounder will. Price, $2.60, C. O. D., with 


r Sounder 


The above Sounder and Key (either on one base or separate, as ordered), one full-sized Callaud 


.50, with 


Will fill 


CLEVELAND, 0 


NOW READY 


ELECTRICAL MEASUREMENT 


AND 


The Galyanometer and Its Uses. 
BY T. D. LOCK WOOD, 


144 pages, handsomely bound, large clear type, 
and fully illustrated with diagrams of 
connections, engravings of 
apparatus, etc. 

Price, $1.50. Sent by mail, post-paid, to? any 
address upon receipt of price. 


a 


Every Telegraph Office Manager or Tele- 
graph Operator, Every Telephone Central 
or District. Telegraph Manager, Every Stu- 
dent of Electrical Science, Every Person hav- 
ing charge of Electric Light Plant, or other 
Electrical Arrangements and Apparatus, and 
every Person who takes an interest in Electrical 
Matters of any kind should read 


TT. D. LOCKWOOD's 


“Electrical Measurement and the 
Galvanometer. 


Itis the only book which explains in plain 
English, and without algebraic formule, all 
about Electric Measurement and the Use of 
Galvanometers, besides giving fully detailed 
and illustrated descriptions of 


GALVANOMETERS AND RHEOSTATS, 


With all diagrams of connections required in 
using them, and the plain and simple reason 
why for everything. 

In this remarkable book the whole subject of 
Electrical Measurement is made so clear and 
plain that any one can easily understand every 
explanation, and can practically make electrical 
measurements without difficulty, and especially 
without ** doing” sums in algebra. 


PUBLISHED BY 


J. H BUNNELL & (GO, 


112 Liberty Street, 
NEW YORK, 





To whom all Orders should be sent. 


DA Y’S 
KERITE INSULATED 
Telegraph, Telephone aud Electric Light 


WIRES AND CABLES, 


MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE INVENTOR, 
AUSTIN GOODYEAR DAY. 


OFFICE: 120 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
FACTORY : SEYMOUR, CONN. 





KERITE INSULATION should be used on elec- 
trical conductors for any of the following 
purposes : 

Submarine, Underground or Aerial Tele- 
graph, Telephone and Electric Light 
Cables; Office Cables and Lines; also for 
Battery, Burglar Alarm, Fire Alarm, Po- 
lice and Submarine Blasting Purposes, 


or for any other operation which requires per- 
fect, indestructible and permanent insulation of 
electric wires. 

A large number of 


ANTI-INDUCTION KERITE TELEPHONE CABLES, 


some of them: TWO MILES IN LENGTH, are in use 
in several cities, and are found to WORK PER 
FECTLY for that distance. 

Kerite is recommended and indorsed by all 
leading men connected with telegraphy, tele- 
phony and electric lighting. 

At the CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION at 
Philadelpbia, Sir WiLLIAM THOMSON, the emi- 
nent Electrician and Scientist, awarded to the 


Kerite Insulated Wire and Cables 
A DIPLOMA 


For ‘‘ Excellence of the Insulation and - 
bility of the Insulator.” a eee 





For Sale by all Dealers in Telegraphic 
Materials. 


CLARK B. HOTCHKISS, Gen. Agt. 








120 Broadway, New York. 
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A Copiously liiustrated Review of Current Progress in 


Electricity and its Practical Applications 


DESICNED TO INTEREST AND BENEFIT 


awLectriciams of all Classes, 


FROM THE ASPIRING AMATEUR TO THE ELECTRICAL ENGINEER. 


The Pioneer Weekly Electica Journal of Ameria 


Promptest and most complete record of the latest improvements and 
developments in 


THLECRAPEHY. 


The best and fullest summary of information and general news 
relating to 


TELEPHONY. 


The most faithful exponent of progress in 


ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


AND OF THE ADVANCE IN 


ALL THE OTHER BRANCHES OF ELECTRICAL INDUSTRY. 


IN SHORT, A COMPLETE CURRENT HISTORY OF 


ELECTRICITY IN ALL ITS APPLICATIONS. 


* *Tis not in mortals to co: mmand success ; 
But we'll do more, Semphronius; we’ll deserve it.” 


THE ELECTRICAL WORLD 


HAS BY SEVERAL THOUSANDS 


The Largest Circulation 


OF ANY PAPER OF ITS CLASS PUBLISHED. 


it Enjoys the Reputation of being 


The Ablest, Most Thorough and Most Enterprising 


ELECTRICAL JOURNAL IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, 


And spares neither labor nor expense to deserve a continuance 


of this enviable distinction. Not satisfied with this, 


however, it is intended to. keep 
Onward and Upward in the Road to Perfection. 


DURING 1884, 


More money will be spent than on any previous year, to 


maintain its position as 


THE LEADING JOURNAL OF ITS CLASS 


NOT ONLY 


In the United States and Canada, 


BUT IN THE WORLD. 
SUBSCRIPTION, ONE 





YEAR, $2.00; 
ON TRIAL PRESENT TIME TILL’ JAN., |, 1884, 


The Hleetrical World 
HAS VIEWS OF ITS OWN 
ON ALL SUBJECTS THAT COME UP 


AND IS NOT AFRAID TO EXPRESS THEM. 


It will not praise a system, invention or device 
that does not deserve it 


NO MATTER WHAT INDUCEMENTS ARE HELD OUT. 


Readers therefore know when they see anything in THE ELECTRICAL WORLD 
that what we say is the honest conviction of competent eaperts, unactuated by 
mercenary considerations, and are not afraid to trust our judgment. 


IN ADDITION TO ABLE WRITERS, THE STAFF ALSO INCLUDES 


CAPABLE DRAUGHTSMEN, 


thoroughly acquainted with Every Detail of the Electrical business, and of the 
construction of apparatus and appliances used in connection therewith, and several 


IMPORTANT COPIOUSLY-ILLUSTRATED ARTICLES ARE 


PUBLISHED SVERT WEaaE=. 


MORE CAN OFTEN BE EXPLAINED BY A 


SIMPLE DIAGRAM MADE BY A COMPETENT DRAUGHTSMAN 


Than by a page of letter-press matter without illustrations. 


The Engravings have become a Marked Feature 


The Biectrical World 


WHEN 


THE ELECTRICAL WORLD 


was founded, it was determined to make the paper, as far as was 


Original :=Strietly Ame 


A Course which has been conscientiously carried out. 


This involved Considerable Extra Labor and Expense, but it gives 


THE ELECTRICAL WORLD 
A Practical Value to American Electricians, 


that a paper which merely reprints articles from 
foreign journals can never attain. 


The Subscription was placed at an Exceedingly Low Rate for such a Paper. 


Only about one half what is charged for American Journals of 
similar character in other branches of industry, and 
less than half the price of corresponding 
Foreign Electrical Papers. 


READ THIS COMPARISON OF PRICES. 





POSTAGE PREPAID. 

“ELECTRICAL WORLD” Weekly, to Subscribers in the U. 8S. & Canada......... $2.00 
London “‘ Electrician,’’ Weekly, to Subscribers in England ...............2...4+. 4 87 
London ‘Electrical Review,” Weekly, to Subscribers in England............... 4 87 
Paris ‘‘ La Lumiere Electrique, ’ Weekly, to Subscribers in France.............. 10 00 


—__—_«> 24 pPee—_—— 
THE AIM, AS WILL BE SEEN, IS TO MAKE 


THE ELECTRICAL WORLD 


Highest in Excellence yet Lowest in Price. 
THE EDITORS AND CONTRIBUTORS ARE THE BEST AND MOST COMPETENT 


ELECTRICAL EXPERTS AND WRITERS TO BE HAD, 


who can and do explain technical matters in simple, clear, concise 
language, so that while the most advanced electricians get new 
ideas and valualle hints and suggestions, the younger member= 
of the profession, ambitious amateurs and those not familiar wit-. 
the higher branches of Electrical Science can readily appreciate 
and follow the subject. 


six MONTHS, $1.00, 
50 CENTS. 


SAMPLE COPIES MAILED FREE. 
W. J. JOHNSTON, Publisher, No. 9 Murray Street, New Y ork. 
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f THE FIRST AND ONLY TELEGRAPHIC NOVEL! 


SAW Lee ee 1?) oO res” 


A ROMANCE OF DOTS AND DASHES. 
BY ELLA CHEEVER THAYER. 


The ‘“‘ Old, Old Story ’ in a New, New Way. 


256 PAGES, HANDSOMELY BOUND IN CLOTH. PRICE, 75 CENTS. 


Having already issued the THIRD EDITION of this Admirable Telegraphic Love 
Story (which fact sufficiently demonstrates its popularity, both in and out of the pro- 
fession), Mr. Johnston takes pleasure in recommending the book to telegraphers and 
others as a most entertaining, bright, sprightly and amusing work, 


TELEGRAPHIC TALES 
TELEGRAPHIC HISTORY. 


A POPULAR ACCOUNT OF THE 


RLECTRIC TELEGRAPH~ITS USES, EXTENT & OUTGROWTHS. 


By W. J. JOHNSTON, Editor of “The Operator.” 
Handsomely Printed on Tinted Paper and Elegantly 
Bound in Cloth and Gilt. 


for summer reading. 


Those employed in offices where reading is not allowed are cautioned that if they com- 


mence the perusal of the book in the office, t 
of their hands until they finish it. 


hey may find themselves unable to let it out 


The temptation is irresistable to “ g. a.” without a 


break until the last chapter, ‘‘O. K.,” is reached. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS ON 


This is a readable, pleasant novel. Its 
style 1s original, its characters well drawn, 
and the plot well concealed and executed. 
There is a quiet humor which pervades its 
chapters, often broadening out into genuine 

fun. It isa good book to make you for- 
get business and care, and leaves pleasant 
memories behind it.—Chicago Inter-Ocean 


The love-making which goes on is done 
over the telegraph wires, and there is 
plenty of humor and a dash of mystery 
about the story which makes it refreshing 
reading. The heroine is a_ telegraphic 
operater, and the way in which her ac- 
quaintance over the wires with a fellow- 
operator ripens into something more than 
friendship, is very pleasantly told.—Boston 
Journal, 


‘* Wired Love A Romance of Dots and 
Dashes,” by Miss Ella Cheever Thayer, is a 
capital love story, the affection having its 
origin m telegraphic communications 
between two operators unknown to each 
other, fifty miles or so apart. The narra- 
tive is sprightly, and some of the incidents 
very amusing. The interest is admirably 
maintained, and incidentally the mys- 
teries of electric telegraphing are well 
portrayed.—Boston Commonwealth. 


‘* Wired Love,” by Ella Cheever Thayer, 
is, as its title explains, ‘‘A Romance of Dots 
and Dashes”—otherwise a love affair de- 
veloped by telegraph. The plot is well 
conceived, and has several touches of 
originality in thejhandling. It is wide- 
awake, and will interest all who would like 
to read the old story told in a new way. 
The principals are telegraph operators; and, 
after batteries of alternate agony and fear, 
the tale reaches a happy conclusion, and 
everything is O. K.—New York Graphic. 

This romance of dots and dashes is a new 
departure, and most assuredly the best of 
the season in the way of light, or ‘* vaca- 
tion” literature. No reader but will here- 
after have a little more respect for the un- 
gainly telegraph poles which adorn our 
land; and the prosaic and common-place 
‘*sounder and key” will hereafter wear a 
veil of sentiment and romance, It is spicy 
and original; the interest is kept up 
throughout, and for the mission which 
it is meant to fulfill it is a most admirable 
work.— Portland (Me.) Argus, 

Making love by telegraph has perhaps 
not been infrequent since the general use of 
that wonderful invention ; but for a young 
giri to fall in love with an operator without 
having seen him, merely from the way in 


“WIRED LOVE.” 

‘* Wired Love”’ is the title of a mirth-pro- 
voking little book just published. The 
plot is original, and the story written in 
an easy, humorous style that cannot 
fail to be appreciated. The adventures of 
poor Quimby, the hero of so many catas- 
trophies, with his patient “ I am used to it,” 
will cause many a hearty laugh, and would 
alone make the book asuccess. The char- 
acters are not overdrawn, and without be- 
ing particularly sensational, the reader’s 
attention is kept up to the very last chapter, 
when ‘‘ Wired Love” ends as it should. 


‘*Wired Love” is a most original little 
book, written by Ella Cheever Thayer, of 
this city. It demonstrates fully that there 
is something new under the sun, notwith- 
standing the oft-repeated saying to the con- 
trary. We have had Cupid under all sorts 
of guises, with his arrows barbed with all 
sorts of incongruous things, but never be- 
fore have we had him using for a weapon 
the immortal invention of Morse.’ Aside 
from the novelty of the plot, the book is 
written in an easy, humorous style. 
The characters are none of them conven- 
tional, and interest to the last. The sen- 
timental portions are natural and full of 
beauty. Let ‘‘those laugh who never 
laughed before,” when they read the Char- 
lotte Russe episode. The book will amply 
repay those who may read it, and we 

ewer for it a large popularity.—Boston 

aveler. 


The authoress is evidently familiar with 
the electric telegraph, and the plot of the 
| story is based upon the knowledge of the 
ways and means by which persons of ‘“ kin- 
dred sentiments and thoughts allied ” may 
be brought into such juxtaposition tempo- 
| rarily, by means of the wire, as to give 

Cupid abundant opportunity to forge and 
|rivet his chains in a leisurely way after- 
'ward. The book is written in an easy, 
\off-hand style, and is pervaded with 
|quiet humor, and its sentimentai r- 
| tions contain some suggestions of wiokene 
|that are expressed with great force, 
| beauty and originality; as, for instance, 
| the following : 
| ‘**Do not be foolish enough to marry a 
| woman you do not want, because you can- 
| not have the one you do.” 
| “No!Jo! no! Do not tempt me, 





The 


which he sends messages, is something new. | experiment would be too dangerous, To 
How that came about and what was the| give you a warmed-over affection would 
result of it can be seen in a vivaciously-| only be misery for us both—more misery 


written novel, ‘‘ Wired Love,” by Ella'| 
The author | 
calls her story ‘‘A Romance of Dots and | 


Cheever Thayer, just issued. 


Dashes,” and its cleverness and humor 


than I am bringing to you now. I respect 

and esteem you as I said before. We will 

be friends, comrades, always; no more.” 
There is a world of wisdom in that phrase 


will filla summer afternoon acceptably. | of ‘‘a warmed-over affection,” and also in 


—New York Mail. 


‘“ Wired Love” is a queer title for a book, 
and its significance will not be readily 


this: ‘Love brings the most intense 
sorrows, the keenest joys of life ; but there 
must always be some lives into which come 








After a day’s toil, to pick Ss such a book 
is a pleasure and a relief. 
NEw YORK. W. J. DEALY. 


It is unquestionably one of the prettiest | 


books of the year for the money. 
NEw YORK. W. P. PHILLIPS. 


It is most interesting and readable, cov- 
ering the entire field of electrical 


Every one who wishes to read a bright,/inventions down to the present 
original book, and desires a good laugh, | date. A. B. 8. 
should buy ‘Wired Love.”’—Boston| Boston, Mass. 

Transcript. , 


I consider ‘‘ Telegraphic Tales” the best 
of your publications, and shall take 
great delight in recommending it among 
my friends. 8. C. P. 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


You will know my opinion of the book 
when I tell you that I glanced at it to see 
what it was like,and did not stop 
till I read every word in it. 

CINCINNATI, O. 


A book that one can keep asa thing to 
refer to in case of a question in 
telegraphy coming up, and one that 
every telegrapher at least should have. 

NEW YORK. Es. We 


Extremely interesting. Keep on, 
and at some future day your adopted sign 
may be as well known to the public as that 
of any of our greatest publishers. 

Boston, Mass. 


During sixteen years connection with the 
telegraph, nothing I have read has 
proved so entertaining. I shall 
certainly recommend it to friends 
and acquantances. 

ALBANY, N. Y. 

All well-posted operators know how much 
you have honored them as a profession 
heretofore, first in the publication and con- 
tinuance of so fine a journal as THE OPER- 
ATOR, and afterward by publishing many 
splendid books. In wablighine ‘Tales and 

istory ” you have added another claim for 
our respect and hearty support. It is a 


_ 


254 Pages. 
The Remarkable favor with which this 
Book has been received, both by 


TELEGRAPHERS, PRESS AND THE GEN- 
ERAL READING PUBLIC, 


will be seen from the following extracts, selected from a 
large number of complimentary letters received 
since the book was published: 


Cloth. Price, $1. 


most interesting work. No operator 
who has pride of profession in his heart can 
afford to be without it. The chapters de- 
tailing the scenes at the War Department 
on receipt of the telegram to Lincoln and 
Stanton, announcing the fall of Richmond, 
is alone worth more than the price of the 
book, while the history of the part that 
operators took in the war will be read by 
all with deepest interest. Let all “toil- 
ers at the key” send for it at once, 
CINCINNATI, O, W. F. B. 


Externally the book is a beauty, 
and its contents are equally as 
attractive. It isa mystery how you can 
offer it so cheap. Cc. H. Newman, 

BINGHAMTON, N, Y. 


I have found it so very interesting that I 
neglected sleep to finish it. I would recom- 
mend it to every operator in the land. 

PINCONNING, Mich. F. T. LILLorre. 


I think it isa beauty outside, and the 
inside contains very valuable and interest- 
ing reading. — one, whether an oper- 
ator or not, should have a copy of ‘* Tales 
jand History.” CHas. H. SUTHERLAND. 

CARLTON, Mich. 

“Tales and History” received. Am 
delighted with it. Besides being inter- 
esting, it is an ornament to any table. 
Every telegrapher should have one. Shall 
try and have my friends send for a copy. 

SALEM, Mass. FRANK B, GRay. 


Handsomely printed and elegantly bound. 
It contains a great deal that is instruc- 
tive to the operator, and at the 
same time very entertaining. It 
far exceeds my expectation, and merits 
all that is claimed for it. C. HELMS. 

JEssups, Md. 

It presents a very fine appearance, being in 
a neat binding, and its contents cannot fail 
to interest any telegrapher. It will orna- 
ment the shelves of any library. 
Every operator should have a copy. 

ENFIELD, Mass. E. 8S, LAUREE, 











PRESS NOTICES OF 


WHOLE HISTORY 
This quite interesting volume, the work 


whole history of the telegraph in a brief and intelligent manner. 
the author is a most interesting one, ‘and by his thorough familiarity wit 


“TALES AND HISTORY.” 


OF 


THE TELEGRAPH. 


of the editor of THE OPERATOR, gives the 
The bone chosen by 
1 the subject, 


theoretically and practically, he has succeeded in making not only a useful but a most 


amusing volume.—New York Times. 


CAREFUL AND 


PLEASING 


LITERARY TREATMENT. 


_ The author has chosen an effective and attractive form of exposition, being careful to 
illustrate the salient features, characteristic incidents and important improvements of 


telegraphy by pertinent anecdotes. 


The result is that the book is decidedly entertain- 


divined by those unfamiliar with the slang | ODly the sadness and none of the bliss of 
of telegraph operators. It is a love story loving. ei 

in which the chief personages are opera-| . The finale of the story is in telegraphic 
tors, and much of the conversation is by | Signals; and, if any one is anxious to know 
wire from station to station. The writer, What Clem wrote, which made Nathalie 
Miss Ella Cheever Thayer, bas shown in- | Rogers blush and seize his hand in shy and 
genuity in developing the situations of Unnecessary alarm, here it is for the nearest 
courtship under such circumstances, and °Perator to translate : 

made a bright, readable story, which will 
have peculiar attractions for the tele-_ : ; 
graphic fraternity, and, we must ad, | SEE) SEMA ee 8 * Se nn aa 
sisterhood.—Boston Advertiser. Boston Journal. 





Copies promptly mailed, prepaid, on receipt of price, 75 cents. 


Postage stamps 
taken. 


Send for a copy now, while you think of it. 
Though of particular interest to the craft, general readers find ‘‘ Wired Love” a very 


. entertaining work. 


Remit by post-office order, draft or registered letter. 
stamps taken. 


W.J. JOHNSTON, Publisher, 
NO. 9 MURRAY STREET, NEW YORK. 


U. 8. 1, 2 or 3-cent . postage 





taining, while, at the same time, it presents in a systematic and compact form a sum- 
mary of such technical information as is useful to the general reader, and not unser- 
viceable to the professional operator. It is seldom that a book containing so much 
substantial and not easily accessible material of a specific kind is commended to a wide 
audience by a careful and pleasing literary treatment.— New York Sun. 


COVERS THE ENTIRE FIELD. 

Covers the entire field of telegraphic literature. The crude methods of signaling in 
use among the ancients; the invention, perfection and introduction of the electric tele- 
graph; the telegraph in war; cable telegraphs, railroad tolegregey and train dispatch. 
ing; weather reports; the most recent applications of electricity; the telephone; electric 
light; electric railways; the photophone; telegraph operators and messengers; humois 0 
the telegraph; telegraphic ‘ bulls;” swindling by telegraph, are among the matter 
treated of. The book deserves a liberal sale, both among telegraphers and outsiders.— 
Journal of the Telegraph. 


Copies promptly mailed, postage prepaid, on receipt of price, $1. 


Postage stamps taken. 
Remit by Post-office order, draft, registered letter, postage stamps or express. 


W. J. JORNSTON, Publisher, 


No. 9 Murray Street, New York. 
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Ready-Made Autograph Album Verses. 
aS EVERYBODY WISHES TO OBLIGE HIS LADY FRIENDS HERE IS 


THE VERY BOOK THAT MUST BE ACCEPTABLE TO. EVERYBODY. 
eeling and Sentiment. such 
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What Shall ow he To-night¥ or, — | Martine’s Sersible Letter-Writer. vemg : tion, 
Parties. ) This comprehensive and complete Guide and As a great ee ae — for 
,* affords an inexhaustible | sistant for those who hottie to earry on Eris: Proper Names, all oer + 
am ae nay Caer nnn | toary Corresponaence; containing a larg young, middle aged or old,caht go at all into so ty cithout 
Gatherings and all Festive ons. : ; dy’s Book of Autographs plumped into hishands, _He 
’ collection ef model letters on the simplesi S feels that to refuse would stamp him a downright bear, He mustcomply. Left 
ingeniously 89 as to furnish : f ; pt ‘ aan P : 
a / matters of life, adapted to all ages and con- to himself he would probably write “himsel{down anass.” But this book will 
complete ever- entertainment for ditions ; embracing: take him out of the dilemma. @ Here he will find something to write at oncc eloe 
‘Twenty-six evenings. It embraces all the - , Prine NE ae , quent and spprcpsinte—to suit every phase of feeling, sentiment orhumor Any 
on mae ares ait Applications fin oi op iv, ryote =S— — article ar pire Agua OIGn aS ChUTS im agentlemap in .he best 
teat for performing Cha- | “"hent, with Letters of ie | Letters of Condolence and | © i R — s rm. PRI m 
Gan, eearty sri Com, Taher, Poke | A IA md A Ss thy. 
plata. by -coletees and | Pantomimes, the world-re- | trocra to Adverisements, | A Choice Colléetion of Love. a 
amusing inter. | nowned Punch and Judy, | stters Parents and| Letters, for Every Situa- : oar 
eee Gallanty Shows and origi | Children. tion in” Love, Courtship ' J 
En- | nal Shadow. mes; | Leticre of Friendly Cownsel| and Marriage. . 
and In- | also, full on for | and Remonstrance. Notes of Ceremony, Familiar 
mocent j mew and ori- | the ce Letters Soliciting Advice, As-| Invitations, etc., ” 
ge oar ag al BG Ley ed as | FU ens Windy) ees Aone Complete Handbook of Moderns Etiquette, for Ladies and Gentlemen 
sions Berh-priccting selection of Original Pla a 2 one Ere A perusal of this work will enable every person to rub off the rough husks on 
Buhibitions, including | etc., ’ | The whole containing 3C0 Sensible Letters and ill-breeding and neglecie? education, and oehetinte for them gentlemanly ease, ard 
written fen, iamreti.. Tt inembel. | Notes. ‘This ie on invents book for Bipes Sraght for, aud they will mot only loarn the greet srt of being Thordeehily af home fa 
lished over ONE HUNDRED DESCRIPTIVE | rsons who have not had ent tice polite society, but will have the rarer gift of making every bod around: them feel 


enable them to write letters without t 
effort. It contains such a variety of letters, 
that modeis may be found to suit every sub- 


easy, contented, and happy. ‘This work is fully up to the pognicemante of the times. 
It describes the etiquette of our best society. It teaches (what all should learn)— 
How to Enter a Room, and How to Leave it.— How to Accost or Notice 


AND BXPLANATORY ENGRAVINGS, and contains 
366 pages, extra cloth, beveled... .$2 00 


The Comical of a Funny: Man. board Ladies or Gentlemen on the Street.— How to dress well, and yet not 
Being the Scrapes and Adventures ny a Prac- | wd mr pear oe = * so Se, to Give and Receive Introductionss- What ind of 
‘Joker ; the ; cal “Gaeet in olde en ae " = 8 to have, and how to present. or send them,— The Proper Mode 

tical Joker ; various ways Lo | Rep A erie es 75 cts. \\S of Giving Presents.— How to Shake Hands, and Bid Good-bye.— How 
yed it w others, the awkward predica- | Martine’s Hand-Book of Etiquette” and = to begin, Conduct, and end a Conversation.— How to accompany Ac- 


= quaintances,on the Promenade.— How to seek a Partner in the Dance, 
and how to line an Invitation.— How to Behave at Dinners, either 
as Host or Guest.— How to Behave begin, Met ple ant. ~ 


How to “ play the affable” at Church, at Parties £c. 


ments he got into in consequence, and how he - , 
Guide to True Politeness. A comrlete 
Mannal for all those who desire to understand 
good breeding, the customs of good society, 
and to avoid incorrect and vulgar habits. 
Containing clea. and 
comprehensive  direc- 
tions for correct man- 
ners, conversation, 
dress, introductions 
rules for good behavior 
at Dinner Parties and 
the Table, with hints on 
carving and wine at 
table; together with the 
Etiquette of the Ball an? 
Assembly Room, Even- 
ing Parties, and the 
usages to be observed 


managed eoutof them. This is not | 
a rehash of antediluvian jokes and worn-out 

such as our grandfathers used to | 

as old friends, but a fresh and re- | 

budget of the funniest and most mirth 

narratives of personally trated 

pranks and ludicrous adventures, all told in a 

he of comicality that would tickle a hermit. 

, this is the raciest and most mirth- 

yprovoking book that ean be imagined. and a 

@ure cure for dyspepsia and the blues )DIus- 

teated with laughable engravings. Price 10 cts. 


Thimm’s French Self-Taught, A new sys- 
tem, on the most simple principles, for Uni- 
versal Self-Tuition, with English pronunciation 
of ap | word. By this system the a 
ment of the French lan is rendered less 
laborious and more thorough than by any of | 


Get this greatest Handbook u! 
Modern Etiquette. Price 25 cts. 








A AMERICAN BUSINGS 





AND BOOK-KEEPERS’ PRACTICAL GUIDE. 


"A Complete Guideto all Hinds and Forms of Commercial and 
a onary e 
"Hose aud Teckeivalitice aah 
Business Hi 


a Ouses. 

There is also added many new and valuable methods of finding the cust »f merchan- 
dise, and getting the solution of many matters constantly occuring in trade. . Correct 
+ legal forms are given of Bills, Deeds, Notes, Drafts, Cheques, Agreements, Receipts, 
* Contracts and other instruments of writing constantly necessary to eve foe, no mat 

e nowle 

















ter what calling he fo 





when visiting or receiv ws. Not only does it tell how todo business, but itis acomplete book o 
the old methods. By Franz Thimm.. .25 cts. ing calls; Deportment | ¢dge- _ Its use will save many a dollar in lawyertt fees, and save much uncertainty and embazvassment toall who 
- have occasion to give or receive anything in writing. It tells How todo Mer- 


: x —~in the street and when 

traveling. To which is 
added the Etiquette of Courtship, Marriage, 
8 
Ss 






Thimm’s German Self-Taught. Uniform with | 
ed French Self-Taught,” and arran in ac- 
vordance with the same principle of thorough- 
ness and simplicity. By Franz Thimm.25 cts. 


til by Sea or Land, at Ho a mg Spey! renee ony WA 
cantile ons an w pa - 
count. How to make out Notes of a at ae Ho 


ent. How to draw up Arti- 
cles of Copartnershi Bo: fin tand Loss on How 
to make out a ‘ow to Mark Goods (private.) Howto Write a Contract for Building. How 
to Write a Lease.e How to Keep Books, To the young,man desirous of bettering his condition in by en« 








Domestic Duties, and fifty-six rules to 








observed in general society. aging in merchandise, this book is worth its weight in go -It is just what he needs, Its instructions will enable 
Thimm's Spanish Self-Taught, A book of Bound in boards.......... Seweteeces 50 cts him te become proficient in the language of marta ed fend xP render him thoroughly So ae to preforn 
self-instruction in the Spanish Bound in cloth, gilt sides... ........ 75 cts. | any duties that may devolve upon him in the banking-house, the store orthe office. MIND THIS,—If you wantto 


, &r- 
to the same method as the 

” and ‘‘German,” by the” au- 
and uniform with them in size. By 
SNe S's 5 baci Kans coche cee pee 25 cta. 


. 4 et into a Store or a Bank, there are a hundred thi ou’ve got to know, no odds how much schooling you have. 
Che Debater, Chairman’s Assistant, and f studying this book ron will often save yourself from “looking like a fool.” PRICE 25 CENTS. 
Rules of Order. A manual for Instruction 


@and Reference in all matters pertaining to the 
Management of Pub.ic Meetings according to 


“thor, 
Frans 





Wilson’s Book of Recitations and Dialogues. With instructions in 
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A Bok Everv Telerrapher Should Have! 


THE 


PRACTICAL TRLEGRAPHER 


A MANUAL OF 


PRACTICAL TELEGRAPHY 


AND TELEGRAPHIC CONSTRUCTION. 


BY LIEUTENANT J. A. SWIFT U. 0. Signal Corps. 


FULL CLOTH. COPIOUSLY ILLUSTRATED. 


$1.50. POSTAGE PREPAID TO ANY ADDRESS. $1.60. 


To men who have to deal, of necessity, with the practical side of ¢ 
questions relating to their profession, as Operators have, there can never be 
given a better system of teaching than that which establishes a knowledge 
of principles by the logie of facts, and which imparts a familiarity with 
practical methods by the teaching of experience. 

The above treatise is destined for this reason to fill an important void in 

th literature of telegraphic seience, for it represents a new departure 
n the method of handling the subject. 

It is an eminently practical book, written by a throughly practical 
man, aad it brings the student in closer relation with his work than any 
of the many treatises which have appeared since the advantages of this mode 
of teaching have been pointed out in Pope’s Modern Practice. 

No person better fitted for the production of such a work could have been 
found than LIEUTENANT SWIFT, whose familiarity with the duties 
and the work of the profession dates from boyhood. 


At twelve years of age he was an operator in charge of an office, and 
for fifteen years he remained in the employ of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. During the war he had most excellent opportunities of acquiring a 
practical insight into the details of telegraph engineering and con- 
struction by serving in the military telegraph service. In this capacity his 
abilities were so apparent that he was called into requisition in the Signal 
Service, and he received a commission in the Signal Corps. 

Lieutenant Swift not only enjoys a reputation for ability and experience, 
but his success as a teacher at the training school of the Signal Service at 
Fort Myer, Virginia, where he is now stationed, is reeognized by all in the 
service. The value of the teaching of a veteran like Lieutenant Swift 
cannot fail to make his book one of incalculable worth and benefit to 
Operators interested in self-improvement, and who desire a better 
acquaintance with the various branches of the art in which they 
are engaged. He presents his subject in a clear, concise manner, devoid 
of all technicalities and unincumbered with intricate descriptions. 
Everything that could possibly be of value to the practical telegrapher 
will be found in the pages of this most excellent manual, and all that 
might in any manner confuse the student is judiciously weeded out 


so that less ground will have to be traveled over by those turning to its pages 
in search of information. 





Every one connected with the business or who 
desires to push himself forward in Telegraphy 
should have a copy and study it 


$1.50. Postage Prepaid. 81.50. 
Remit by Post-office order, draft, registered letter, or 
express. Postage stamps taken. 


W. J. JOHNSTON, Publisher, 
NO 9 MURRAY STREET, NEW YORK. 











The Operator, 


NOW IN ITS FOURTEENTH VOLUME, 


IS PUBLISHED ON THE 


Ist and 15th of Each Month, 


AND IS DEVOTED TO 
Telegraphic Literature, News and 


Miscellaneous Reading. 
It is a record of the wonderful growth and 
progress of 


THE TELEGRAPH, 


and as the accredited Journal of the Profession, 
it bas advanced so far in prosperity as to be 
Absolutely Independent of all Official 
Influence. 
~ To put the paper within the means of all, 
A COPY 
will be mailed each issue to any address iu the 
United States or Canada, ONE YEAR, post- 
age prepaid, FOR $1; or until Jan. 1, 1885, 
for $1.25 ; or we will send the paper 
UNTIL JAN. 1, 1884, ON TRIAL 
FOR 25 CENTS. 

(1 or 2 cent U. 8S. postage stamps will do.) 

Try THE OPERATOR for one year, or until 
Jan. 1, 1885, at the above low price. You will 
find the money well invested. 

A COPY OF 


The Electrical World 


will be mailed to any address in the United 
States or Canada, postage prepaid, 
FOR ONE YEAR FOR &2, 
Or until Jan. 1, 1884, 

ON TRIAL FOR 50 CENTS. 

Try ‘THE WORLD.” You will like it 

Remit by P. O. order, postal note, draft 
registered letter, or express. One and 2 cent 
Postage stamps taken. 


BINDER ss 
THE OPERATOR 
THE RLECTRICAL WORLD. 








For the convenience of subscribers who 
desire to preserve their numbers of THE OPHR- 
ATOR or THE ELECTRICAL WORLD clean 
and neat for permanent binding or for handy 
reference, we have had miade especially for this 
purpose a number of relf-binders of the very 
best kind, handsomely bound in cloth. ‘The 
binders are of the exact size for the paper, and 
each issue, as received, can be fastened in it 
securely without trouble. When the binder is 
filléd it can, if desired, be permanently bound in 
a few minutes, making a volume almost equal 
in appearance to one specially bound. The. cut 
above shows the appearance of the binder. Full 
directions accompany each one. 

The binder may be had at this office or by 
express (the receiver paying express charges) 
for $1.25, or will be sent, postage prepaid, to 
any address for $1.60. Address, 


W. J. JOHNSTON, Publisher, 
No. 9Murray St. New York, 











WHY “THE 





OPERATOR” 


SHOULD BE READ BY 


Every one connectéd with 


THE TELEGRAPH BUSINESS. 


It speaks for itself as the great 
vehicle of Telegraphic intelligence and fraternal intercourse. 


No ambitious young operator and no progressive old one can afford to lose the 








drift of current events, 





with which he can only keep abreast by 


carefully studying his class paper 





and filing it away for reference and comparison. 





has proved itself a fair prophet of coming 


It is a diary of passing events and a complete record of accomplished facts, and 


events—all of which information is 


necessary to make a thorough and live Telegraphist. 


Its aim is 


THE WELFARE AND THE ELEVATION OF THE PROFESSION. 


Among other ways, it seeks to do this by instructing its readers upon scientific subjects 
and thus rendering their services more valuable to the company they are employed 





by; which, of course, has the direct effect of increasing their salaties. As the accre- 





great rule of allowing 


dited organ of the profession, it has advanced so far in prosperity as to be 


ABSOLUTLY INDEPENDENT OF ALL OFFICIAL INFLUENCE, 


as well as cliques and factions of all kinds. 
| the very existence of Taz OprraTor 


All the traditions, the history and even 
depend upon the 


The lowest Employé an equal chanee with the highest Official 


to “ speak his piece,” and to spread his suggestions and grievances before his superiér 


officers or fellow-workers. ‘THe OprRaTor 


is the 


ONLY COMPLETE INDEX OF AMERICAN TELEGRAPHIC LIFE, 











a continued story of the thoughts and actions of telegraphists as a body. 


WwW. \J. JORNSTON, PUBLISHER, 9 MURRAY ST. N. ¥. 
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 *FLEISCHMANN’S 


ELECTRIC BELL OUTFIT. 


Complete, $2.50, with full Directions. 











“RAPID” 
TELEGRAPH 
APPARATUS. 

Complete, $3.75, 
with Battery, etc. 
Send for Circulars. 


A. F. Fleischmann’s 


ELECTRIC WORKS, 


1226 =©6©Chestnut 
Street, 








Philadelphia, Pa. 

The Oclebrated Bly Artificial Legs and Arms. 
Pronounced 
FIRST BEST 
in U. 8. Gov- 


ernment com- 
petitive ex- 
eet on. 

opted 
States of Vine oe 
ginia, Goeor 

ia, South 

lina and E 

Louisiana. 
Recommend - 
ed by the most 
eminent sur c 
geons, 

Crutches 
at various 
prices. 

Send for 
Free Pamphiet. 


GEO, RB, FULLER, Suo'r to Dr. D, BLY, Rochester, N. Y. 


ARTIFICIAL LIMBS. 





2 os 
With Kubber Handsand Feet. Thirteen First 
Premiunis in succession. The most comfortable 
desirable and useful. In practical use in al 
civilized nations. U.S. Government manufact- 
urer. Established 1853. Invalid and Rollin 
Chairs and Crutches constantly on _ hand. 
Pamphlet giving full information sent free. 
A. A. MARKS. 691 Broadwav. New York Citv. 


‘THE ROMAN HARP. 


ny tune can be played on 

this elegant new musica! in- 

| aoe | strument, by any person en- 
tirely ignorant of musical 
notes or musical rules gIt pos- 
sesses the full, round, sonor- 
ous tones of the Harp, 
with many of the peculiar 
tinkling, vib- 
ratory sounds 
80 peculiar to 
the Guitar. 
While fitted for 





















fully adapted 
to playing 
Marches, 
Waltzesand 
every other 
kind ofinstru- 
mental music. 
it Answers 
the Pur- 
pose of a 
PIANO, and 
a BLIND MUSI- 
CIAN Hearing it 
could not tell that he 
was not listening to an 
Brard Marp, Its strings 
are fullof melodious and har- 
monious sounds, So inge- 
nions, yet so simple, is 
the method of notation, that any 
child that knows figures by sight, can 
play tunes right of. Thisis the way 
itis done'—The Strings and the 
Music have similar nnahove 
oO ly to pick String marked 1to produce 
pay tok phar hy , in anytune. It formerly took 
months before One could play a plain tune. But with the 
Roman Harp you can sirprise your friends and 
GIVE A DELIGHTFUL ENTERTAINMENT BY 
Playing Bight O@ without any’Practice, ary 
tune, however difficult, By having the Roman Harp 
you get rid ofthatjarring, nerve-irritating ** Practice 
ing’? which drives a my Ry wy —., he Bn 
the tune floats full, » . 
castles lan mies ot a lark soaring skyward, ‘‘warbling 
its native wood notes ne The Rom Len /s 
go Bop ryt te OK e AO crtect oF er. Boxed 
pate y and sent i v Wy os | $2.9 
Two Harps tor ghteen Cs 
Music gowith io tis bad for music teachers, but a biess- 
ing for the million, No more torturing the brain with 
quavers, crotchets and semi-breves. A child can play 
a tune as wellas Blind Tom, Send registered letter 


Sint aivondersio | 22 Newsae Birests New York 
Our readers will find the Roman 


Harp a delightful instrument for 
rlor entertainments, and we 



































#socgc.oco° 
FOR ONLY 


$429.75. 
FREIGHT 
















REGULAR PRICE, $93.00, WITHOUT BENCH, BOOK AND MUSIC, 


WITH BEAUTIFUL CHIME OF SWISS BELLS, 
STOPS. Rolie, 8 ft. tone, 2-Melodia, 8 ft. tone, | French Horn ae 


ae ‘larabella, 8 ft. tone, 4-Manual Sub- | Grand Organ 
y * Tr] . tone, Bourdon, 16 ft. tone, 6-Saxaphone, 8 ft. tone | control the A. gg BY tbe tops, ? 
-YG 7-Viol di Gamba, 8 ft, tone, 8-Diapason, 8 ft. tone, 9Viola Dolce, | nece: . FIVE (5) SETS LDE 
Gi 4 ft. tone, 10-Grand Expressione, 11-French Horn, 8 ft. tone, | TONGUE REEDS, as follows: A set of pow- 
mama 32-Harp olian, 13-Vox Humana, 14-Echo, 8 ft. tone, 15-Duiciana, | erful Sub-Bass Reeds; set of 3 Octaves of 
Sey 8 {t. tone, 16-Clarionet, & SWISS BELLS, 17-Voix Celeste, 8 | VOLX CELESTE; one set of FRENCH HORN 
ft. tone, 18-Violina, 4ft. tone, 19-Vox Jubilante, 8 ft. tone, 20-Pic- | REEDS. and 2 1-2 Octaves each of Regular 
colo, 4 ft. tone, 21-Octuve Coupler. 22-Orchestral Forte, 23- | GOLDEN TONGUE REEDS: Besides all this, 
Grand Organ Kuce Stop; %4-Right Organ Knee Stop. it is fitted up with an OCTAVE COUPLER, 
7 *. ope & a triumph of the Organ Builder’s Art. IT | which doubles the power of theinstrument. 


BEATTY’S PARLOR ORGANS ONLY $49 [5 
| a 





1s FUL IN APPEARANCE, BEING EXACTLY | Lamp Stan usic, Beatty’ 
LIKE CUT. The Case is of Solid Walnut, profusely ornamented Patent Rap sation nies Boning Board. 
with hand-carving and expensive fancy veneers. The Pipe-Top | &c. It has a Sliding Lid and conveniently 


is of the most beautiful d extant. It is deserving of a | arranged Handles for moving. The Bellows, 
lace in the millionaire’s parlor and’ would | which are of the upright pattern, are made 
-_ ornament the boudoir of a princess, from the best quality of Rubber Cloth, are 
of hag power, and are fitted up with Steel 
_ r 





FIVE §, Five Octaves,hand- | 8 d the best quality Pedal Straps. 
FIVE SETS REEDS. some a pearance. T fe Pedals, instead of being covered with 


i It will not take the dirt or dust. It contains | carpet, are Polished Metal of neat d 
fou) the Sweet VOIX CELESTE Stop, the Famous | and never get out of repair or worn. 


r my - - ao SPECIAL TEN DAY OFFER to Readers of 
[js ~~ Wien If you cannot accept this T HE OPERATOR. 
V/A PYS > tz] \ Mla great offer now, please 
J j Ah 


r if you will remit me $49.75 and the annexed 
X¥% V \ ] , 
WH, ty Nay yw / \ why. Let me hear from 


ys -~SB 

























































= - Coupon within 10 days from the date hereof, 
write me at once reasons ® I will box and ship you this Organ, with Organ 
® Bench, Book, ete., exactly the same as I sell 
La rathae.” SO for $95. You should order immediately, and 
you anyway. Iam now in no case later than 10 days. One year’s test 
————— trial given and a full warrantee for six years. 
shipping a com- 
plete instru-| 
mentevery five minutes. 5,c0ocon- 


Given Under my Hand and Seal 
stantly ir. process of manufacture. 


October 15, 1883. 
Se uit 
3 


ou PON On receipt of this Cennon from sny reader of 345.25 
I1HE OPERATOR = 
and #@49.75 in cash by Bank Draft, Post Office Money Order, Registered Letter, 
Express Prepaid, or by Check on your bank, if forwarded within 10 duys from 
date hereof, I hereby to accept this coupon for $45.25, as par. payment on m 
Pp $95 Parlor Organ, with Bench, Book, ete., preveang the cash 
balance of $49.75 accompanies this coupon; and I will send youa receipted bill in full 
for $95, and box and Sear oS fea the Organ just as it is advertised, fully warranted for 
six years. Money refunded with interest from of remittance if not as repre- 
sented after one year’s use. (Signed,) DANIEL F. BEATTY, 


El HT PREP Asa further inducement for you (provided 
LPREPAID. you order immediately, within the 10days), 
prepay freight on the above organ to your nearest railroad ireignt station, any 

Ss 


ei int east of the Mississippi River, or that far on any going west ofit. This isa rare oppor- 
x | eae vt to pene 2 rena. as 2 —_— at your Art ets i. om mart Ye munu- 
er’a wholesale prices. rder now; no aa y correspondence. 
*% . R D e baa Enclosed find $49 T5tor organ. I have read your state- 
® ment in this advertisement, and | order one on con- 
tion tha m prove exactly as represented in this advertisement, or | shall return it 
Fat the end of one year’s use and demand the #eturn of my money, with interest from the 
e+ very moment I forward it, at six yet onal, neers to your offer. Be very particular togive 
pause Name, Post Office, County, State, Station, and on what Railroad. 
=> te Be sure to remit by Bank Draft, P. O. Ramey OOS Registered Letter. bent ey serepaid, 
will oy by Bank Check. You may accept by telegraph on last day and remit by mail on that day, 
= which will secure this special offer. I desire this magnificent instrument introduced without 
= ence this DANIEL PROVIDING ORDER IS GIVEN IMMEDIATELY. 











omen Works and Yards occupy 13 acres. 
ia «Working Nights uatil 9 p. m., by 


MeElectric Lights. Come and see for your- 


WANS self. 2 VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME. 





























































ould advise you to order at once 
before the holiday rush commences 


= é =——&. Latest New Style No. 1818.—lieight, 72 ins. Deptt ‘Addzées ot call on FL F BEATTY, Washington, New Jersey 
Jerome Redding & Co.”s “GEM” Instrument 


anvil %ins. Length 4 ins, Weight. boxed. about 400 Ibs. the Manufacturer 
es) 3 e , 5 & 


Including the above large-sized 
Sounder and Key, a large Cell of Ca!- 
laud Battery, one roll of Office Wire, 
Chemicals, etc. 

The only low-priced Instrument of 
this class that has na Sinished 
BRASS Sounder and Key Lever, 
with perfect adjustments for both. 
Price for Complete Outfit as 

POE IRE peshensas <a 6 $3.75 
Price for Instrument alone...... . 8.00 
Price for the whole outfit (except 

Glass Jar), with Key and Sound- 

er separate, by mail, post- 

WUE oo iss s cpbedenicade sheen -- 4.82 
Price for Instrument alone, by 
i 3.60 


mail, post-paid ............. > 
lines 1 to 15 miles ............. 3.60 











Price for Instrument alone, for 


lines 1 to 15 miles, by mail, 
post-paid ........ veunsane Sivies, COO 


SEND FOR CIRCULAR. 


JEROME REDDING & CO. 


MANUFACTURERS OF TELEGRAPH AND ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES 
NO. 30 HANOVER STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 


PREMIUM APPARATUS. _ONLY $5.00. 


NOT THE CHEAPEST, BUT GUARANTEED THE BEST. 
= 











7 The PREMIUM APPARATUS AND OUTFIT 
f° Pe ss P Te) Comprises the famous “NEW GIANT 
: i SOUNDER PERFECTED,” and the “NEW 
i CURVED KEY,” placed upon a splendidly 
polished base, with a cell of Callaud Bat 
tery, Chemicals, Office Wire, etc., for $5, 
when the money accompanies the order. 
























These instruments are the exact size and 
-form of those upon which we received the 
i: highest award at the late Centennial Ex- 
hibition over all competitors. Everything 
reliable, and so guaranteed, or money 
refunded. 


Since the introduction of the ‘‘ Premium 
Instruments we have sold thousands of them, 
and in every instance they have given entire 
satisfaction, whether used for home prac- 
tice or for actual work on lines from 1 to 
20 miles in length. 


PRICK, COMPLETE OUTFIT, $5.00. INSTRUMENT WITHOUT BATTERY, $4.20. 

Instrument wound with finer wires for lines of one to 15 miles, $5.00; Cell of Battery, Complete, 80 cents: Premium Sounder, SeparateBase 
$2.50; Premium Key, Separate Base, $1.75; Premium Apparatus, Key and Sounder entirely Nickel plated without battery, $5.20 
Complete Nickel-plated Instrument, with battery and outfit, $6.00; Sounder, Separate Base, $3.25; Key, 2.60. Money in advance. 

Instruments without battery, sent by mail. 55 centsextra. Battery jars cannot be sent by mail. All orders will receive our prompt and careful 
attention. To prevent delay in shipment, full shipping instructions with town, county and State should be given. Remittances should be 
made by P. OU, money order, registered jetter, draft or express, which will insure safe delivery. Send for catalogues and circulars before 


“—" PARTRICK & CARTER, 


(ESTABLISHED 1867). 


MANUFACTURERS OF TELEGRAPH INSTRUMENTS AND SUPPLIES, 
No. 114 South Second Street, Philadelphia. 
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